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To  the  Right  Worfliipfull  Syr 
lohn  Hart  Knight,  all  health 

and  Happines. 

Eathen  people  (Right  Wor- 
fliipfull) lead  by  Nature,  ab- 
horred nothing  more  than 
a man  Ingratefull  : The 

Chriftians  taught  from  Heauen,  com- 
mand nothing  oftner  than  to  be  thanke- 
full.  To  auoid  the  reproofe  of  the  one, 
and  obey  the  charge  of  the  other,  I pre- 
fent  your  Worfliip  (in  figne  of  my  fln- 
cere  affedt)  with  this  fmall  conceit,  pend 
by  a Gentleman  my  deare  friend.  The 
matter  may  at  the  firfl;  fight  (I  graunt) 
feeme  nothing  graue,  but  in  the  procee- 
ding it  will  prooue  Gratious:  Diogenes 
reprooues  the  vitious,  commendes  the 
vertuous,  vnmasks  finne,  and  fets  downe 
remedies.  If  you  accept  it  and  forget  my 
boldnes,  my  defire  is  fatisfied,  and  the 
Author  no  leffe  pleafed. 

Your  V V or/Itips  hwnbly 

lohn  Busbie. 
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Diogenes  to  fuch  as  are  difpofed 
to  Reade. 


En,  or  Gentlemen,  if  ye  be  Gentlenmi 
or  men,  accept  the fahitatiojis  of  a Ci- 
nicke\  Diogenes  zoifheth  infinite 
goodfpeede  to  your  good proceedinges. 


and  ciirfeth  endlefiie  your  ill  demeanors ; 'wifhing 
thelafi  toperifh  without fiippofing,  the firfi  to fiou- 
rifh  without  fupplanting.  That  Diogenes  is  a 
Dog,  the  worfi  doubt  not',  hisreprehenfions  dogged, 
the  mofi  denie  not : for  what  foole  blinded  with 
earths  va^iitie,  accounts  not  reproofe  bitter,  andthe 
iufi  reprootier  a by  ter.  Seeing  then  the  worlde  is 
growen fo fenfiall,  no  meruaile  though  Cmicksbee 
fiightliefetby . If  any  of  you  read  and  like, why  then 
it  likes  me : if  read  and  difiike,yet  it  likes  me : for 
Philofophie  hath  taught  me  to  fet  as  light  byemde, 
as fiatterie.  Greedines  hath  got  zp  all  the  garden 
plots,  and  hardly  hatie  I a roome  left  to  dime  my 
Tub  round  in : the  befi field flozvers  now  fade,  and 
better  than  Nettlesmy  lands  willnotaffoord.  They 
that  lift  may  take,  the  reft  lea^le,  andfo  I leaue you. 


Euery  good  meaners  wel-willer, 
Diogenes. 


Diogenes  in  his  fingularitie. 


Interlocutors: 

Diogenes.  Philoplutos.  Cofmofophos. 

logenes:  A goodly  day  if  men  were  as 
good:  The  Sunne  I fee  rifeth  vpon  many, 
but  not  to  their  amendment.  Good  God 
what  a Citie  Athens  is.^  Here  are  faire 
hoLifes,  but  falfc  hearts!  Many  tenemets 
fit  to  make  Temples  for  the  Gods,  but  fewe  owners  in 
them  that  tempt  not  the  Gods : I fee  here  goodly  Palla- 
ces,  & rich,  that  fpue  out  their  Maifters  for  Riot;  A 
faire  market  place  to  entertain  much  mifchiefe.  I won- 
der when  our  great  Maifters  rife,  how  many  finnes  fhal 
rife  with  them  ? Damocles  lately  acquainted  with  Phi- 
lautia  in  fpeaking  hir  faire  fpendeth  hir  much,  and  ha- 
iling a bolde  face  hath  gotten  bountifull  fortune,  Ari- 
Jlipptis  though  old  yet  Hues  he  by  the  flatterie  of  Alex- 
ander, and  whether  is  it  better  (my  Genius  to  be  flea- 
bitten,  or  floLit-bitten.^  There  are  fo  manie  faces  now 
in  maflce,  that  the  World  runnes  all  a mafldng:  and  fo 
manie  bad  men  thriue  by  countenance,  that  neceffitie  is 
the  befi;  mans  cognifaunce.  Athens  hath  manie  men 
that  will  fpend  a treafure  for  a title,  yet  hauing  gai- 
ned the  wordly  title  of  happines,  (alas)  how  is  it  tickle.^ 
Is  it  not  a gay  world.?  I fawe  Lais  ieft  with  Alcibia- 
des  laft  night,  and  he  endured  it:  But  when  Phocion 
the  laft  day  tolde  him  he  was  proud  (lupiter  helpe  me) 
how  was  he  peeuifli.?  Our  Signiors  are  feuere,  our 
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Ladies  aufteare.  It  fareth  in  Athens  as  among  the 
barites,  who  chace  away  Cocks  fro  their  Cities,  becaufe 
they  are  too  watchfull:  and  our  Atke}iia?is  counfaile 
from  them,  for  feare  they  fliould  become  honeft.  What 
fliould  Diogenes  doo  but  be  fmgular,  to  fee  the  bet- 
ter fort  fo  fenfuall?  I thinke  it  rather  better  to  weare 
patches  on  my  cloake,  than  to  beare  the  patch  on  my 
head : & rather  to  feede  on  rootes,  than  to  be  defiled  with 
royot:  to  feme  Nature  in  want,  than  Fortune  in  wic- 
kednes.  But  why  fpeake  I of  want?  Breathe  I not  aire 
with  the  King?  Is  not  fufficiencie  a fumptuous  ban- 
quet, warmth  a worthie  raiment,  and  a good  thought  a 
true  kingdome?  Tut,  Diogenes  is  rich:  who  loytereth 
not  on  downe,whileft  others  lack  deuotion : who  fl^epeth 
(with  Arijlotle)  to  wake,  and  ftudieth  (with  Cleanthes) 
to  watch.  But  foft,  Cofmofophos  doore  is  opened,  and 
Philoplutos  Is  ftirring:  flirowde  thee  Diogenes,  the  one 
hath  a ftinking  breath  that  corrupteth  manie  completi- 
ons : the  other  a far  reach,  which  (exceeding  the  compaffe 
of  the  Moone)  maketh  fome  men  ficke  for  want  of  the 
Sunne.  See,  fee,  how  they  preafe  foorth : O Mercurie, 
what  God  foeuer  hath  a Temple,  I am  affured  thou  haft 
a plentifull  Altare.  In  former  ages  Deuotion  was  thy 
father,  now  Doobleneffe  is  thy  furtherer:  thou  haddeft 
wings  in  thy  hat,  but  they  are  moulten,  and  from  their 
duft  wickednes  is  fprung  in  thy  followers  hearts.  Blef- 
fing  on  him,  how  grauely  looketh  Philoplutos,  nodding 
on  his  Mule  as  Silenus  on  his  Affe,  pretending  much 
grauitie,  but  not  a graine  of  honeftie.  Now  fliall  our 
Notaries  get  fome  coyne:  but  note  this,  there  is  fome 
coofenage:  the  ftill  ftreame  is  deepeft,&the  ftearne  looke 
doubleft.  Ah  Foxe,  are  ye  walking?  But  fee,  they  are  in 
conference:  the  rot  confume  them,  for  they  confume 
the  world.  Hide  thee  Cinick : it  is  better  to  be  a Lord  in 
thy  tub,  than  a lackey  in  their  triumphes.  They  ap- 
proach me,  I would  my  curfes  could  driue  them  from 

me. 
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me.  They  cleaue  like  burres  to  woollie  garments,  and 
draw  fleeces  of  wit  from  Philofophers:  applying  it  as 
craftie  Phifitians  doo  their  coroflues,  fmothering 
much  paine  vnder  pleafant  perfwafion,  and  making  the 
world  beleeue  that  Vanis  is  all  wanton,  in  that  (the  re- 
port runneth)  flree  was  bred  of  the  fome  of  the  water. 
Huflit  Dio^aies,  the  vultures  are  at  hande:  filence  in 
thefe  dayes  is  a trim  fafeconduit. 

Cofino:  God  giue  you  a good  morrow,  Signior 
Philopliitos. 

Philo:  Thanks  good  Cofmofophos : whether  away 
fo  early  I feare  mee  you  be  Tick  of  Chrifippus  coun- 
faile,  thinking  no  time  good  that  is  not  gainfull. 

Cofnio:  Trulie  fir,  to  gaine  experience  I am 

watchfull,  accompting  the  time  verie  well  fpent,  where- 
in a man  anie  wayes  learneth  to  be  expert : what  we  lofe 
in  fleepe  is  but  Ioffe  in  life,  neither  can  we  purchafe  more 
in  lining,  than  not  to  be  dead  to  hue. 

Philo:  You  fay  well  Cofmofophos:  but  fome  ftu- 
die  fo  much  on  time,  that  all  their  indeuours  are  out  of 
time.  I fpeake  not  this  of  you  Sir,  whofe  experience 
in  worldly  affaires,  hath  graced  you  among  the  better 
fort : but  of  thofe,  who  nodum  in  eirpo  queernnt,  tempring 
their  ftudies  in  fuch  manner  as  Mufltions  doo  their 
firings,  who  wreft  them  to  fo  hie  a reach,  that  they  ftretch 
them  beyond  time,  tune,  or  reafon.  But  to  let  them  paffe, 
Cofmofophos,  if  your  bufineffe  be  not  of  great  confe- 
quence,  fliall  I be  bold  to  craue  your  companie. 

Cofmo:  You  may  commaund  me:  but  whether,  may 
it  pleafe  you } 

Philo:  To  Diogenes  tub,  who  (as  I vnderfland)  by 
his  long  plodding  in  reprehenfions,  is  become  paffmg 
flcilful  in  experience : and  feeing  manie  faults,  can  more 
iudiciallie  fpeake  of  follie.  Now,  fmee  I am  called  to 
high  eflate,and  he  is  continually  conuerfant  in  deepe  ftu- 
dies, I meane  to  queftion  with  him,  following  the  qua- 
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litie  of  the  Bee,  who  fucketh  his  honie  from  hemlocke, 
and  the  preferuatiues  of  health  from  poyfonable  hearbes. 

Cofino:  You  doo  verie  well:  but  might  I whifper  in 
your  eare,  I could  aduertife  you  of  a matter  of  much 
confequence. 

Philo:  Say  on  (good  CofmofopJios)  mee  thinkes 
thefe  grey  haires  fhould  include  much  experience:  thou 
canft  not  but  deferue  well  of  the  Common-weale,  when 
thou  entendeft  my  commoditie,who  dare  boldly  fay  with 
Tnlly  (who  euer  faith  otherwife)  that  I am  Pater patrice. 

Cofmo:  Your  rare  vertues  (worthie  Philophitos) 
are  in  efifefl:  like  Archidas  Done,  whom  each  Artift  be- 
held flying,  but  could  not  make  flie:  you  beare  the  feather 
of  a Phoenix  in  your  bofome  againfl:  all  wethers  & thun- 
ders, lawrell  to  efcape  lightning,  and  countenaunce  to  a- 
uoyd  contempt : which  maketh  your  felicitie  more  admi- 
rable, and  your  foes  more  milde.  But  to  ourpurpofe: 
fince  you  are  Angled  from  your  traine,  may  it  pleafe  you 
in  this  manner  to  be  certified;  There  are  manie  in  our 
Common-weale  of  Athens,  who  haue  ripe  Avits  & rea- 
die  toungs,  who  if  they  catch  an  inch,  will  claime  an  ell ; 
if  they  put  in  the  finger,  Avill  thruft  in  the  head.  Of  thefe 
you  muft  take  heede:  for  it  is  an  olde  reafon  of  Charoji- 
das,  (and  not  fo  olde  as  true)  that  yong  fruitfull  plants 
grafted  on  an  olde  ftock,Avillfoone  fuck  out  thefubftance; 
and  that  rPfops  hufbandman  that  warmed  the  fubtil  fer- 
pent  in  his  bofome,  was  brought  by  him  vnto  his  burial: 
fuch  yong  nouices  muft  be  checked  like  wanton  whelps, 
their  tungs  muft  be  wormed  leaft  they  Avound,  and  their 
fethers  clipped  leaft  they  confpire.  If  they  talke  Avel,  tel 
them  they  trip ; it  is  better  fmother  them  in  the  egge, 
than  fmooth  with  them  in  the  bird : for  the  meaneft  fpar- 
roAV  hath  his  neb,  the  lions  Avhelpe  his  claAve,  the  Aveake 
thorne  his  prickle,  and  the  pooreft  man  his  policie;  Avhich 
you  may  dreine  from  them,  as  the  Vintners  do  the  AAune 
from  the  16es,  if  the  Avine  bee  too  rich,  giue  it  a dafli  Avith 

Avater 
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water,  if  the  wit  be  too  ripe,  fuppreffe  it  with  feuerenes : 
who  meanes  to  fit  folie  on  Olympus,  muft  fuffer  no  di- 
mers. By  this  (Sir,  I doubt  not)  you  conccipt  my  in- 
tent. 

Philo:  I thinke  thou  art  Oedipus  (my  Cofjuofo- 
phos)  thou  art  fo  priuie  to  my  conceipts:  But  hark  thee, 
I vfe  owx  Athenian  yo\\\\<g  men,  as  curft  mothers  doo 
their  vnhappie  children,  I cal  them  to  me  with  a fig,  and 
whip  them  from  me  with  a twig,  with  few  crownes  buy 
I their  gleanings,  and  imploy  all  this  to  mine  own  glo- 
rie:  I know  the  heauens  admits  but  one  Sunne,  & high 
places  but  one  commaunder : which  eftate  fince  my  good 
fortune  hath  called  me  vnto,  I will  haue  none  fee  through 
my  fpedacles  but  my  felf,  nor  carie  an  oare  in  my  boate, 
leafl  hee  turne  mee  ouer  boord.  But  fee  where  Diogenes 
fitteth  gazing  vpon  the  morning  Sunne,  who  (defirous 
to  fee  the  Summers  beautie)  haflely  roufeth  himfelfe 
from  the  Ocean.  God  fpeede  thee  Diogenes. 

Dio:  Euill  may  they  fp6ede,  if  they  fpeede  not  thee 
Philoplutos:  what,  art  thou  rifen  this  morning  as  a 
Wolfe  to  thy  pray.?  or  hath  fome  fat  foole  falne  into  thy 
laps.?  fure  it  is,  thou  waighteft  for  fome  profit,  thou  haft 
fo  foone  forfaken  thy  pillowe. 

Philo:  No  Diogenes,  I am  rifen  thus  early  to  en- 
tertaine  thy  counfaile,  thou  knoweft  I am  called  to  high 
charge  in  this  Citie. 

Dio:  I,  and  what  of  that.? 

Philo:  My  defire  (for  this  caufe)  is,  to  be  aduifed  by 
thee  (good  Cinick)  how  to  behaue  my  felf  in  this  waigh- 
tie  eftate,  confidering  the  indifpofed  mindes  of  the  com- 
mon people,  the  daungers  that  waight  on  high  degrees, 
the  policies  that  are  required  to  entertaine  all  Eftates, 
the  difeiplines  that  are  to  be  vfed  in  reformation  of  abu- 
fes,  and  the  rewards  that  are  to  be  employed  on  fuch  as 
deferue  well. 

Dio:  Sirha,who  appointed  thee  to  gouern  in  this  ftate.? 

B 3 Philo: 
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Philo:  My  Prince. 

Dio:  Plow  ignorant  was  hee  to  admit  thee  to  that 
place  the  which  thou  art  not  able  to  fupplie.  Is  not  hee 
an  Affe  that  putteth  his  affaires  in  the  hand  of  the  igno- 
rant.^ his  fliip  to  the  condu6l  of  a witleffe  Pilot  ? his  ftock 
to  the  difpofmg  of  an  ignorant  banquer.?  or  his  citizens 
to  his  charge  that  hath  not  long  conuerft  with  counfail.? 
Heare  me  Philoplutos,  I feare  me  thou  art  quicke  of 
fent  with  Demadcs,  thou  wilt  fmell  more  than  thine 
owne,  and  thy  high  countenance  in  this  citie  will  be  an 
occafion  for  thee  to  coulor  thy  wickednes.?  Thou  loueffc 
wealth  too  much  to  entertaine  wifedome,  and  the  defire 
of  the  one  killeth  the  hope  of  the  other : yet  fmce  thou 
art  Cocke  on  horfebacke,  He  fit  thy  ftirrop,  and  tel  thee 
what  becommeth  thee,  though  I am  affured  thou  wilt  not 
entertaine  it.  Plato,  with  all  the  law-makers  of  antiqui- 
tie,  as  Charondas,  Solon,  Sefijiiis,  before  them  Bcetis 
the  Babilonian,  Anacharfis  the  Scythian,  with  others, 
haue  firft  (in  the  inftitutions  of  their  Common-weales) 
induced  a feare  of  the  Gods:  which  being  naturally 
ingrafted  in  the -hearts  of  men,  maketh  them  enter- 
taine the  written  lawes  with  more  reuerence.  Numa 
(to  colour  his  policies)  faid,  he  had  his  inftrudlions 
from  Egeria,  Romuhis  (before  him)  from  hipiter:  in 
briefe,  the  whole  aime  of  vertuous  men  in  times  paft, 
hath  been  to  deriue  their  lawes  from  the  Gods,  and  to 
confirme  their  Citizens  in  fouereigne  awe  of  their  hea- 
Lienly  Proteftor.  Firft  therefore,  (Philoplutos,  fince 
thou  art  made  a Maieflrate)  fee  thou  diligently  intend 
the  feruice  of  the  Gods,  drawe  thy  decrees  from  their 
diuine  motions:  fo  fliall  thy  people  more  voluntarily 
accept  them,  & thou  with  better  confcience  publifli  them. 
And  (as  a fpecial  rule^  learne  this  fecond  leffon,  Me- 
dice,  ciira  teipfum:  pull  the  beame  out  of  thine  owne 
eye,  then  helpe  thy  brother:  reforme  thy  faultes,  then 
punifli  others  folly.  For  men  in  authoritie  are  eyes  of 
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eftate,  according  to  whofe  life,  cucrie  priuatc  man  ap- 
plieth  his  manner  of  life:  fo  that  the  Poet  faid  truly, 
Regis  ad  cxemphiin  totus  componitur  orbis. 

Such  beefe  fuch  broth,  fuch  lips  fuch  lettice,  fuch  Lords 
fuch  lay-men.  In  Traians  time  all  men  ftudied  iuftice, 
in  that  hee  was  iuft:  in  O dlauius  ds.ycs  each  one  would 
bee  a Poet,  becaufe  he  delighted  in  Poefie.  Order  thou 
therefore  thy  life  in  fuch  fort,  as  it  may  bee  faid  of 
t/icns,  as  Plutarch  fpeaketh  of  Sparta,  The  yong  men 
Carrie  aide  mens  mcdiocritie,  the  aide  men  are  youth- 
full  in  viagnanimitie.  In  th}'  lawes  refpe6l  the  nature 
of  thy  people;  looke  into  Athens,  a proud  affemblie  of 
fine  toungd  fellowes,  daintie  in  attire,  ftudious  of  no- 
uelties,  fond  of  fafliion,  too  much  addifted  to  couetouf- 
neffe,  inclinde  to  deceiue  their  neighbours:  now  exa- 
mine thefe  by  the  ftricl  lawes  of  morall  vertue,  and  fince 
they  degenerate,  deuife  how  to  daunt  them.  What  fo  is 
not  of  vertue,  is  againft  it:  it  is  an  vlcer  & mufi;  be  laun- 
ced,  an  ill  humor,  and  fhould  be  purged.  Let  me  haue  in- 
formers for  finne,  not  for  breach  of  cuftome ; a Cenfor  to 
corre6t  finne,  not  an  mcenfer  to  continue  finne.  Let  vs 
haue  more  hofpitalls  for  the  poore,  and  fewer  pallaces 
for  the  rich:  let  fouldiers  haue  more  pay,  and  vfurers 
leffe  profite;  let  Catelines  bee  cut  fliort,  and  Ciceroes 
calde  home : then  flialt  thou  rule  well  in  A thens,  and  the 
Citizens  be  better  ruled. 

Cofnio:  O how  well  fpeaketh  Diogenes? 

Dio:  Oh,  how  fondly  flattereth  Cofmofophos? 

Sirha,  fliall  I counfaile  thee.^ 

Cofmo:  Doo,  good  Diogenes. 

Dio:  Thefe  kinde  words  require  a curteous  requital: 
harke  thee  Cofmofophos,  thou  knoweft  Timons  fig  tree. 

Cofmo:  And  what  of  that.^ 

Dio:  Why  goe  hang  thee  thereon,  the  world  hath 
too  manie  loue-worlds,  but  too  few  hate-worlds : fhall 
I fute  thee  Cofmofophos? 


Cofmo: 
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Cofmo:  How  meane  you  that? 

Dio:  Why  beftow  a funerall  bountie  vpon  you  in 
conceit,  and  tell  you  how  in  confcience  it  ought  to  bee  li- 
ned. 

Cofmo:  Say  on. 

Dio:  O ripe  word,  a kin  to  euerie  lack-penie,  who 
haue  learned  the  fay  on  their  backs,  but  wil  neuer  fee  the 
difcharge  of  their  bonds.  Harke  Cofmofophos,  I wil 
haue  thee  apparailed  according  to  difcipline  and  order: 
Thou  flialt  weare  a bare  hat,  becaufe  thou  art  too  great  a 
niggard  to  buy  a new;  and  carrie  wolues  flcinnes  for  thy 
facing,  becaufe  thou  art  a wolfe  in  thy  fafhions.  With 
the  finger  and  the  thombe  thou  flialt  poynt  at  finnes  fo 
long,  till  thou  catch  them  in  thy  bofome : and  garter  thy 
felfe  vpon  a ftraight  flocke,  till  thou  haft  prooued  thy 
felfe  to  haue  a large  confcience.  I appoynt  thee  no  more 
continencie,  than  to  eate  while  thy  bellie  is  full,  nor  con- 
ftancie,  but  to  brawle  rather  than  burne:  a filbert  is  bet- 
ter than  a faggot,  except  it  be  an  Athenian  flie  handfull: 
you  know  that  Cofmofophos,  euer  fince  your  laft  mari- 
age,  how  doth  the  father  of  your  fonne  in  law? 

Cofmo:  Doft  thou  mocke  me? 

Dio:  No,  I meane  to  moue  thee,  and  tranfforme  thy 
thoughts  into  adluall  feruants  to  waite  vpon  thee : Thy 
kinde  thoughts  (which  may  bee  duely  called  adluall  yD- 
qtiiuocations)  flialbe  tranflated  into  fleflily  feruitours, 
and  they  of  this  fort  flialbe  called  by  the  name  of  flatte- 
rers: thefe  fhall  carrie  Oftridge  plumes  in  their  partie 
colored  hats  to  waue  with  euerie  winde,  & afpen  leaues 
in  their  mouthes  in  ftead  of  rofes,  by  reafon  of  their  in- 
certaintie  in  wordes:  For  their  liuerie,  if  they  borrowe 
it  of  Iris,  it  is  all  one:  partie  colours  ferue  them  befh 
that  are  neuer  one : For  their  other  thoughtes,  they  fliall 
like  the  trim  Affe  in  jIEfop  haue  trapping  of  golde,  and 
a great  choller  of  that  whereof  one  linke  will  buy  them 
an  hundreth  halters.  They  fliall  be  called  Mercanti, 
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Mcrcadanti,  Impostini,  Cacodcmoncs,  Daimones,  Somni- 
fopJioi,  Calopluti,  Crufoponcroi,  Nay  if  they  were  worthy 
of  Chriftendome  they  fliould  not  want  names:  Being 
thus  attended  I know  if  Philoplutos  be  thy  friend,  Dio- 
genes witli  the  Wolues  may  barke  againfl  thee  as  the 
Moone,  but  neuer  bite  thee  whilft  thou  art  a man. 

Philo:  Thou  abufeft  my  friend,  Diogenes. 

Dio:  Nay  doft  not  thou  abufe  him.^  Truft  him  not 
Cofinofophos : here  in  Athens  the  father  hath  fuffred 
his  fonne  to  bee  hanged  for  forty  fickles,  and  hee  worth 
^00.  talents : The  brother  hath  beggerd  his  brother  in 
his  ouerfaithfull  credulitie,  beleeue  not  thefe  fort  of  men, 
who  fo  are  married  to  their  money  are  farre  from  mer- 
cie:  I haue  knowne  ten  men  of  his  name  and  neuer  a 
man  honeft.  A man  neede  wot  Arijiotles  inftance  if  he 
can  but  point  at  them,  there  is  no  word  fo  common  in 
Athens,  as  Alp  friend:  the  vfurer  pretending  Cofe- 
nage,  will  fay,  you  are  -welcome  My  friend:  Alp  friend, 
(faith  the  retailer)  by  my  foule  it  coft  me  thus  much,  yet 
fels  this  man  his  foule  for  two  pence,  and  bobs  thee  out 
of  thy  Coine  with  A'ly  friend:  Nay  I will  canuaffe  a 
friend  out  of  breath:  Philoplutos,  becaufe  you  are  fo 
ndere  mee.  It  is  an  olde  prouerbe  and  not  fo  olde  as  true. 
Amicus  certus  in  re  incerta  cernitur,  A true  friend  is 
knowne  in  a doubtfull  matter : and  what  is  more  doubt- 
full,  than  v/hen  in  borrowing  money  a man  fmdes  no 
friends.^  So  Moffe  his  mare  leaping  ouer  my  Lords 
ditch,  faide  my  Maifter  feedes  me  in  Lanes,  and  is  this 
friendfliip.^  Yet  a fling  at  friendes,  you  are  my  Friend 
quoth  the  Cobler,  if  I haue  but  a peny  for  my  clout : 
"iAy  Friend  (fayth  the  flioomaker)  your  fliooe  is  good  on 
the  Lafl,  but  who  fo  puts  it  on  fhall  And  fmall  peniworth 
in  the  lafting:  All  now  a dales  vfe  this  word  Friend  moft 
commonly,  yet  liueth  there  not  any  one  who  abufeth  it 
not  moft  contemptuoufly.  Truft  not  this  friendly  flatte- 
ring Philoplutos,  Cofmofophos ; for  if  thou  trie  him, 
C thou 
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thou  flialt  finde  but  a weake  ftaffe  to  ftay  vppon : for  a- 
mong  all  the  vncertainties  of  this  world  friendfhip  is 
leafh  certaine,  apparailed  (in  thefe  dayes)  onely  in  good 
words,  and  fawning  onely  on  profperitie : 

fimul  intonuit,  fugiunt,  nec  nofcitiir  vlli 
Agviinibus  comitum  qui  inodo  cinchts  erat. 

Cofmo:  Well  Diogenes,  thefe  words  were  better 
kept  in,  you  are  too  plaine  with  PJiiloplutos,  who  is  a 
man  of  worfliip  and  muft  be  honoured. 

Dio:  A worfhipfull  man,  a good  word,  he  muft  be  ho- 
nored ; what  for  a faint } Beflirow  Diogenes  if  he  deeme 
fo,  and  fond  art  thou  if  thou  imagine  fo:  Honour  is  due 
to  our  Gods,  not  to  men  rich  in  goods,  I haue  feen  Phil- 
lips ftatue  ere6led  here  in  Athens  for  reHeuing  Greece: 
yet  neuer  knew  I anie  merit  honour  for  deceiuing  his 
Citizens. 

Philo:  Diogenes,  you  are  too  peremptorie,  we  came 
not  hether  to  heare  reprehenfions,  but  to  entertain  coun- 
failes:  neither  fhould  Philofophers  (as  you  are)  bee  fo 
forgetful  of  their  duties;  it  is  an  olde  faying  and  a true, 
A cont7'oller  is  not  without  contempt:  ceafe  therefore 
(good  Cinicke)  to  complaine  of  my  faults,  leaft  thou  bee 
conui6ted  of  thine  owne  folly,  and  profecute  that  which 
thou  haft  enterprifed,  and  aduife  me  in  the  adminiftrati- 
on  of  this  our  Common-weale  oi Athens.  Thou  haft  in 
thy  indu6lion  laid  a good  ground,  inducing  the  feruice  of 
the  Gods,  and  continued  thy  policies  with  iudgement, 
as  touching  the  loofe  behauiour  of  the  Athenians:  fince 
therefore  thou  art  fo  good  an  Oedipus,  I pray  thee  runne 
through  all  eftates  in  our  Citie,  that  finding  the  imper- 
fe6tion  of  euerie  member,  we  may  the  better  eftablifli  and 
bring  in  frame  the  whole  bodie. 

Dio:  Thou  fpeakeft  wel  Philoplutos,  I wil  play  the 
worldling  a little  to  pleafe  th6e,  and  leaue  to  rub  thee  on 
the  gall, fince  thou  art  loath  thy  imperfeftions  fliould  bee 
difcouered.  What  eftate  fliall  we  deale  with  firft.? 
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Philo:  That  which  I ought  not  to  complaine  of. 

Dio:  Then  vfe  Noli  altum  Japcrc,  and  feede  on  my 
rootes : who  haue  long  handcs  can  catch  a farrc,  fuch  as 
haue  cleere  eyes  will  quickly  fee,  y€i Argus  non  vidct om- 
nia. It  was  a cuftome  among  our  Athenian  Painters  to 
decypher  the  back  parts,  not  the  fore  parts  of  Venus,  i- 
magining  leaft  in  painting  the  moale  on  her  face,  they 
ihould  difpleafe,  or  in  drawing  her  pale  colour  to  a right 
fanguine,ilie  fliould  condemne  them  of  flatterie:  Qua: fu- 
pra  nos,  nihil  ad  nos,  Groffe  Cinickes  dare  not  talke  of 
great  Signiors:  I had  rather  my  Crow  fliould  fay,  A- 
uc  Qcefar,  than  he  fliould  anfwere  me  ivitli  Knauc  Dioge- 
nes. Tut,  though  I be  i\\-\gw\diY,femper  ex'cipio  Platonem. 

Philo:  What  think  you  then  of  inferior  Magiflrates 

Dio:  If  they  be  good,  it  is  the  better  for  them,  if  they 
be  not  good,  Inpiter  mend  them.  Thou  knowefl;  Philo- 
plutos,  that  the  prouerbe  is  olde,  euerie  thing  is  worfe 
for  the  wearing. 

Philo:  I,  and  what  of  that.^ 

Dio:  I wonder  then,  why  fome  Athenians  haue  bin 
worne  fo  long  time,  and  haue  fo  much  wooll : I fpeak  not 
of  flieepe,  but  of  Wolues  and  Foxes. 

Cofmo:  Why,  doo  Foxes  & Wolues  weare  wooll 

Dio:  I,  in  winter  Cofmofophos,  it  is  a iolly  medi- 
cine againft  a colde  difeafe  to  be  well  lined. 

Philo:  Your  comparifons  may  be  excepted  againfr. 

Dio:  Why,  dare  men  be  touched  with  the  fliadow  of 
beafts.^  a wife  man  regards  it  not,  for  a foole  it  matters 
not.  The  fea  (according  to  the  Egyptian  Philofophers) 
is  the  well  of  all  fliowers,  and  the  lodging  place  of  all 
flouds.  All flouds  (faith  one,  I would  either  of  vs  were 
fo  hoiieft)  enter  the  fea,  and  hee  yeeldeth  them  out  a- 
gaine,  and  the  flouds  returnc  to  their  place  they  came 
from,  that  they  fliould  flow  againe.  I will  for  this  nei- 
ther alleadge  lines  nor  leaues;  but  fo  the  Scripture 
faith,  by  the  head  of  Diogenes. 
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This  fea  by  reafon  of  his  great  magnificence  and 
power  went  to  the  banke  thereof  and  faide,  I meruaile 
greatly  at  thy  hardnes,  and  wonder  at  thy  ftout  heart, 
thou  art  euer  contrary  vnto  me,  and  continually  with- 
ftandeft  me, thou  letteft  me  that  I may  not  eate  the  earth 
and  fuffereft  me  not  to  confound  that  which  I would  con- 
fume:  I defire  thee  therefore  to  be  remooued  from  thy 
place,  that  I may  preuaile  againfl  the  earth,  & put  him 
vnder  foote,  els  fliall  I not  furceafe  to  procure  thy  tor- 
ment, and  incenfe  my  felfe  to  thy  trouble.  The  banke 
hearing  this  bold  attempt,  anfwered  and  faid.  Thou  art 
deadly  bewitched  my  good  brother,  for  the  maker  of  all 
things  hath  ordained  me  in  this  fort,  and  I fuffer  great 
trauail  in  containing  thee,  in  refpeft  that  I would  pleafe 
him.  Thou  commeft  vpon  mee  oftentimes,  and  putteft 
mee  to  great  griefe,  I beare  and  fuffer  for  the  lone  of 
God,  in  feeking  to  reprehend  thee  of  thy  gluttonie,  thou 
oughteft  not  then  to  multiplie  vnkinde  wordes  againfl 
me:  for  I may  not  chaunge  my  place,  nor  be  mooued  for 
thy  peremptorie  threates.  The  fea  hearing  this,  aun- 
fwered  in  great  woodnes;  Since  thou  maifl  fuffer,  fuf- 
fer ftill,  for  neuer  flialt  thou  haue  peace,  but  I will  beate 
and  punifh  th6e  with  ail  my  power.  The  Banke  faid  no- 
thing, and  fo  I tooke  a pdece  of  bread  and  chdefe,  & went 
my  way. 

Cofmo:  And  what  meane  you  by  this,  Diogenes? 

Dio:  That  which  I fweare  neuer  to  tell  th6e,  vnles 
thou  wilt  be  vnhoneft. 

Cofmo:  How  meane  you  that.^ 

Dio:  I meane  thus,  I fweare  neuer  to  tell  it  vntill 
thou  heareft  it,  neither  can  I tell  it  fo  foone  as  thou  wilt 
be  diflioneft:  This  caueat  is  for  fuch  as  you  Philoplu- 
tos,  or  (if  you  pleafe)  for  all  forts.  Such  as  are  to  go- 
uerne  in  Cities,  ought  to  admit  Counfailers  like  the  fea 
bankes  to  containe  them,  and  fuch  as  are  Counfailers, 
are  to  behaue  themfelues  like  the  fea  bankes,  to  refift 
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the  finfull  if  they  exceede,  as  the  banke  withftandeth  the 
billowes  if  they  mount:  yet  is  there  an  honeft  Church 
man  faith,  As  the  fca  cuer  rcbelleth,  and  rcpugneth  a- 
gainjl  the  bankes,  by  ivhich  it  is  rejlrained  and  kept  in: 
in  like  fort  fame  perfons  rcpugtie  aduicc,  rvhich  proo- 
ueth  they  are  worthie  of  puniflrment.  Such  as  counfaile, 
mufh  haue  Clarkes  which  like  good  fliepheards  need  not 
dread  the  malicious  threatnings  of  the  bad : yet  fuch  as 
counfell  the  diuell,  cannot  mend  him  of  his  euill.  But 
to  the  purpofe:  The  fea  banke  I told  you  of,  flrould  re- 
femble  you,  if  you  diffemble  not.  Oh  how  I miftake.^ 
You  fliould  refemble  the  fea  bankes,  which  as  they  refift 
al  ftormes  whatfoeuer:  fo  flrould  you  (in  fuch  nranner  as 
waking  flrepheards  are  wont  to  doo)  kdepe  your  flreepe 
from  cruell  beafts,  leaft  Leodorc  come  in  with  this  I- 
tem,  Euill  Jhephea^'ds  take  no  heede  of  their  Jhccpe,  & 
hired  men  if  they  fee  the  Wolfe  charging  the  jlocke, 
they  fodainly  flie.  O you  fea  bankes,  let  me  fpeake  vn- 
to  you  before  one  of  your  Mafters,  when  flie  you  away 
Certainly,  when  you  are  ftill  and  dare  not  fpeake  before 
the  mightie,  and  when  you  are  timorous  and  fearfull  to 
withftand  fuch  as  are  tyrannous  and  froward.  Shall  I 
comfort  you  with  an  olde  father.?  I marrie  fir,  and  will 
I : Entend  you  to  pleafe  the  Gods,  as  for  the  threatning 
of  man  you  neede  not  care.  Philip  of  Macedon  ( Phi- 
loplutos)  was  a wife  felow  as  thou  art,  lame  on  his  legs 
as  I widi  thee  not:  This  Philip  heiieging  Athens,  in 
fteede  of  raunfome  of  the  Eftate  required  ten  Orators  of 
his  choyce:  but  harke  what  Demofhenes  faid,  I tell 
you,or  yourworfhip,or  your  manfhip  (for  that  flrould  bee 
the  beft  ftyle)  I marrie  will  I,  thus  faid  he  to  the  people, 
and  thus  fay  I to  Philoplutos:  Wolues  on  a time  fpake 
to  the  flrepheards,  and  faid.  Your  Dogs  are  al  the  caufe 
of  the  difcord  which  is  rifen  twixt  you  and  vs:  if  you  wil 
be  at  one  with  vs,  deliuer  vs  your  Dogges,  and  we  Aral 
be  friends  for  euer.  When  the  flrepheards  had  fo  done, 
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the  Wolues  at  their  owne  pleafure  deuoured  the  fheepe. 
Take  therefore  good  handfaft  Philoplutos  on  fuch  as 
are  worthie  to  refift  Wolues,  and  let  not  Athens  be 
of  them  vnfurniflied : and  as  thofe  be  to  be  efteemed,  fo 
fet  not  by  thy  quick-fented  houndes,  who  if  they  faile 
thee  (as  they  begin  to  fawne  on  others,)  I beleeue  in  loo- 
fing  thy  dogges  thou  wilt  prooue  but  a flidepe,  and  they 
in  fcorne  barke  out;  A murren  on  thofe  rotten  Rammes 
which  will  be  fo  couetous. 

Cofmo:  Why,  thou  art  altogether  prepofterous 

in  this  difcourfe  Diogenes,  vfing  fuch  equiuocations, 
and  quiddities,  that  I am  beyond  my  felfe  to  thinke  on 
them : now  alludeft  thou  the  bankes  to  great  men,  now 
the  fea  to  no  man;  now  the  bankes  to  their  followers, 
now  the  ftrength  of  thofe  banks  to  the  feas  miffortune : 
truly,  truly,  I know  not  where  to  finde  thee. 

Dio:  Then  am  I like  Philoplutos  flatterers,  full 
of  all  religions,  yet  following  none : whatfoeuer  I fay, 
I will  not  ftand  too,  if  anie  man  fay  I fpeake  ill,  I will 
defire  him  to  teach  me  better ; if  I hit  by  hap  like  a blind 
woodman  in  the  dark,  let  men  not  blame  my  frowardnes 
but  their  owne  fortune.  Haue  we  talkt  of  Magiftrates 
all  this  while.? 

Philo:  Yes  Diogenes,  hethertoo  we  haue  difcour- 
fed  onely  of  fuch  as  haue  the  adminiftration  of  iuftice  in 
this  Common-weale  of  Athens  committed  vnto  them 
from  the  higher  powers. 

Dio:  Then  mattereth  it  not  how  ambiguouflie  I 
fpeake,  for  wee  ought  not  to  bee  too  playne  with  fuch  as 
they;  yet  will  I profecute  my  purpofe  to  pleafe  thee 
Philoplutos.  Such  men  are  like  owches  in  golde,  they 
are  eyes  of  a Common-weale,  if  not  blinded  with  golde : 
they  buy  more  faire  words  and  caps  in  a yeare  with  fa- 
uour,  than  they  can  well  difgeft  with  wifedome:  euerie 
one  pretendeth  them  feruice  in  hope  to  ende  their  futes, 
the  flatterer  ftudieth  by  night  how  to  deceiue  them  by 
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day,  there  is  no  fafliion  loft  that  fitteth  not  their  fancie, 
yet  fome  haue  falne  in  fancying  fafliions:  they  haue  ma- 
nic Phifitions  for  the  bodie,  but  few  true  Phifitions  for 
the  foule:  they  often  light  on  good  feruants,  but  feldome 
keepe  them : in  briefe,  if  they  be  not  at  enmitie  one  with 
another,  they  are  happie:  for  I haue  heard  among  beafts 
that  corrupt  intention  to  defraude,  and  vngodly  purpo- 
fes  to  deuoure,  hath  coffc  the  deceiuer  his  head,  and  fwa- 
lowed  him  in  his  owne  fnare. 

Cofmo:  How  among  beaftes  Diogenes? 

Dio:  Thus  among  beaftes  Cofmofophos:  The 

Wolfe  on  a time  fawed  with  the  Affe,  but  the  Affe  la- 
boured truely  aboue,  the  Wolfe  deceitfully  beneath:  the 
Wolfe  was  malicious  and  drewe  the  fawe  vnderneath, 
feeking  an  occafion  to  deuoure  the  Affe,  and  to  induce  his 
quarrel,  he  thus  doggedly  attempted  him:  Why  doeft 
thou  throwe  the  duft  into  mine  eyen?  The  Affe  being  a 
beaft  of  much  patience,  aunfwered  and  faid:  I wrong 
thee  not  but  gouerne  the  fawe  according  to  my  fcience: 
if  thou  wilt  fawe  aboue  I am  pleafed,  and  I labour  be- 
neath painfully.  To  whome  the  Wolfe  faid,  I cannot. 
But  if  thou  throwe  any  duft  in  mine  eyes,  I will  pul  out 
thine.  Notwithftanding  thefe  wordes,  they  continually 
fawed,  and  amidft  their  labour  the  Wolfe  blewe  with 
all  his  power,  being  verie  willing  to  fill  his  fellowes 
eyes  with  the  duft,  but  the  timber  flopped  it,  and  caufed 
the  duft  to  fall  into  the  Wolues  eyes,  by  reafon  where- 
of he  was  grieuouflie  pained,  and  fwore,  that  he  would 
ouerthrowe  the  porters  and  bearers,  which  he  pra6lifing 
to  doo,  the  timber  fell  fodainly  in  the  midft  of  his  faw- 
ing,  and  the  Affe  lightly  lept  away,  and  was  deliuered : 
but  the  Wolfe  in  his  enuious  imaginations  was  fup- 
preffed. 

Philo:  And  what  of  this.^ 

Dio:  Nothing  by  the  faith  of  a Cinick  as  touching 
good  men,  but  if  there  be  an  enuious  man  in  Athens  that 
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n^ede  rubbing,  let  him  fcratch:  the  more  he  ftriues,  the 
more  fcald  wil  it  proue.  I with  no  one  to  feeke  the  fup- 
preffion  of  his  equall,  no  not  his  neighbour,  leaft  in 
drawing  the  fvvorde,  they  dye  by  the  fmiter.  Who  laye 
nettes  to  betray  fat  foules  or  fooles,  or  what  you  lift: 
may  they  not  at  laft  fall  in  the  fpringe  with  the  Wood- 
cocke?  He  that  ordaineth  a pit  for  his  neighbour,  fliall 
fall  into  it  him  felfe.  If  you  remember  ^fops  Moufe 
Philoplutos,  he  teacheth  a good  leffon,  but  I am  verie 
wearie. 

Cofmo:  Why  Diogenes. 

Dio:  In  that  wee  talke  of  the  ftarres  which  are  fa- 
tall  in  their  workings:  and  when  they  are  difpofed  to 
be  retrograde  or  oppofite,  they  worke  wracke.  Striue 
not  with  a mightie  man  (faith  Seneca)  nor  contend 
not  zvith  thy  better.  I will  not  iudge  with  Midas  to 
get  long  eares  with  pulling,  I had  rather  fcape  a 
pinch,  than  imploy  a reprehenfion,  vnleffe  the  worlde 
were  in  Athens  as  in  olde  time  it  was  wont  to  be,  when 
men  thought  no  wordes  bitter  that  fauoured  any  wit. 
To  be  breefe:  if  in  the  common  weale  the  feare  of  our 
Gods  be  well  planted,  the  Prince  well  counfelled,  the 
Nobles  better  learned  than  bolde  of  beleefe,  the  high- 
waie  is  alreadie  found  out  to  good  gouernement,  wee 
fliall  not  neede  any  long  difputation.  But  fay  there  be 
a good  Solo7i  in  a citie,  Alcibiades  may  royot,  Timoti 
may  curfe,  Diogenes  may  bite,  Arijiippus  may  flat- 
ter: yet  fliall  all  thefe  be  but  flea  bytings,  & may  br^ede 
a fpot  in  eftates,  but  not  the  fpoyle  of  flate. 

Cofmo:  What  thinke  you  of  Diuines  & Lawyers 
Diogenes? 

Dio:  As  of  Diuines  and  Lawyers.  If  good,  the  ci- 
tie hath  too  fewe  of  them:  If  bad,  the  gallowes  is  ficke 
for  them.  I cannot  admit  in  thefe  forts  any  mediocri- 
tie:  for  lukewarme  profeffors  in  thefe  things  are  loft 
profeffors:  heare  my  tale  Cofi7iofophos,  The  Hare 
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went  to  A thens  to  fchoole,  and  in  proceffe  of  time  be- 
came a good  Lawyer,  furniflred  therefore  with  Artes,  & 
fully  ftuffed  with  argumentes,  he  repaired  to  the  Lyon 
the  foueraigne  of  beafls,  and  the  foie  patterne  of  boun- 
tie,  and  after  a Schollers  curtefie,  with  his  round  cap 
in  his  right  hand,  his  pen  and  inke  at  his  girdle,  and  his 
hood  on  his  flioulders,  he  began  thus:  My  good  Lord,  I 
haue  fpent  my  goods  in  following  goodnes,  and  my  liue- 
lihoods  to  attaine  literature;  fince  therefore  I haue  at- 
tained the  fulnes  of  the  one  through  the  default  of  the 
other,  I befeech  your  Maieftie  that  I may  be  maintai- 
ned, that  hauing  deferued  worthely,  I may  line  wor- 
fliipfully,  vnder  your  Maiefticall  protedlion,  and  the  fha- 
dow  of  your  bountie.  The  Lyon  feeing  his  graue  lookes, 
his  vnkembed  lockes  (like  Senecaes  Philofopher)  repli- 
ed thus:  Friend,  I will  firft  make  a proofe  of  thy  wife- 
dome  and  cunning,  and  afterward  puruey  thee  of  wealth 
and  content:  goe  therefore  with  me  to  fee  diuers  things, 
that  I may  prooue  thy  learning  and  relieue  thy  lacke. 
And  as  they  went  both  by  a wood  fide,  there  paffed  by  a 
hunter  with  his  bow  and  arrowes,  who  fetled  himfelf  to 
Hioote  at  a Beare  and  a Foxe:  but  the  Foxe  was  wylie, 
and  rvhen  flie  efpied  the  bow  and  arrow,  flree  lept  afide, 
and  efcaped  from  the  ftroke:  the  Beare  (contrariwife) 
was  proud,  and  trufted  to  his  owne  ftrength,  and  ranne 
fo  haftely  againft  the  man  who  intended  to  wound  him, 
that  the  Hunter  loofed  his  arrowe,  and  fmote  the  Beare 
and  killed  him.  The  Lyon  beholding  this,  faid  vnto  the 
Hare,  Make  me  a prouerb  of  this,  that  I may  know  thy 
fcience,  whereby  I may  with  more  will  admit  thee  to  thy 
fallarie.  The  Hare  (after  a draft  of  merrie  goe  downe) 
wrote  this, 

Againji  death  it  preuaileth  much  the  life  to  prolong, 

To  haue  ripe  wit  rather  than  ribbes  Jlrong. 

The  Lyon  hearing  this  conceipt,  commended  the  Pro- 
uerbe,  and  led  the  Hare  with  him  to  a Citie,  where  they 
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found  a Lord  rebuking  his  feruants,  of  which  the  one 
patiently  endured  the  feuere  reprehenfions  of  his  Ma- 
fter,  the  other  was  impatient,  and  full  of  froward  aun- 
fweres:  for  which  caufe,  the  Lord  in  his  yre  all  to  beate 
him,  and  fpoyled  him,  and  expulfed  him  out  of  his  fer- 
uice,  and  kept  ftill  the  patient  feruant,  & promoted  him 
to  honour.  Vppon  which  occafion  the  Hare  wrote  this : 
Far  re  better  it  is  manie  times  to  be  Jlill, 

Than  to  fpeake  bitterly,  and  to  haue  ill  luill. 

The  Lyon  was  no  leffe  delighted  with  this  fecond  Pro- 
uerbe  than  he  was  with  the  firft : for  which  caufe  he  lead 
the  Hare  into  another  towne,  in  which  they  found  a La- 
bourer yoking  his  Oxen,  affigning  them  to  their  ioumie 
to  eare  twelue  acres  of  land,  deliuering  vnto  each  of  them 
for  their  feeding  a bottle  of  hay.  One  of  thefe  hearts  went 
foorth,  and  bare  his  hay  without  grutching : but  the  other 
began  to  fpeake  boldly  and  proudly,  & faid.  What  fliould 
it  fufrtce  vs  to  beare  hay  with  vs,  he  fhall  not  feed  vs  fo : 
and  vfing  thefe  contumelious  words,  he  would  notcarie 
hay  to  feede  himfelfe.  But  when  they  came  to  their  la- 
bour, and  had  eared  whilrt  the  euening,  hee  that  had  the 
bottle  of  hay  refreflied  himfelfe ; the  other  was  wearie,  & 
hauing  nothing  whereby  he  might  be  comforted,  he  dyed 
for  great  hunger.  Wherevpon  the  Hare  wrote  to  the 
Lyon,  faying  in  this  wife: 

Better  is  it  in  need  a fmall  thing  to  haue, 

Than  vtterly  nothing  the  life  for  to  fane. 

The  Lyon  confidering  all  this,  faid  vnto  the  Hare,  Tru- 
ly (my  fonne)  thou  hart  rtudied  well,  & canrt  decide  wife 
quertions.  This  faid,  the  Lyon  promoted  him,  to  what 
I knowe  not,  but  fomewhat  hee  had,  and  well  he  defer- 
ued  it. 

Cofmo:  And  what  of  this.^ 

Dio:  Oh  worldly  wifeman,  you  are  rtill  entring  into 
the  marrow  of  matters:  but  I will  fit  you  or  He  fail  my 
felfe.  All  rtudents  of  whatfoeuer  profeffion  in  Common 
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weales,  feeking  for  honours  from  their  Prince,  muft  pre- 
uent  their  Countries  prciudice:  you  muft  ftudie  if  reli- 
gious, to  reprehend  without  flatterie,  if  Lawyers,  to 
iudge  without  partialitie:  fo  fliall  their  good  Prouerbes 
get  them  pence,  and  they  deferue  it,  for  the  Labourer  is 
worthie  of  his  hyre.  But,  oh  you  Hares,  take  heed  of  the 
Foxe  in  the  long  gowne,  that  goes  in  flieepes  cloathing, 
but  is  inwardly  a rauening  Wolfe,  who  is  fingular  with 
Diogenes  to  fmgle  out  his  praye,  and  fets  light  by  his 
fuperiours:  follow  not  his  counfaile,  take  maintenaunce 
when  you  deferue  it,  leaftwith  the  proud  Oxe  you  die  for 
hunger.  To  be  prouident  is  your  daylie  leffons,  let  not 
therefore  curioufnes  licke  the  fat  from  your  fingers,  by 
lupitcr  I hope  you  will  not,  for  there  is  no  doubt  but 
age  will  bring  on  difcretion. 

Cofmo:  Which  wayes  fliould  the  Lawyer  applye 
himfelfe  beft.^ 

Dio:  In  filence,  till  his  vainglorie  bee  ouercome 
with  iudgement,  in  abftinence  when  hee  is  tempted  with 
bribes,  in  fufferance  when  he  is  baighted  with  iniuries, 
in  vprightnes  when  he  decideth  controuerfies. 

Philo:  How  fliould  the  Diuine  apply  himfelfe  befi;.^ 

Dio:  In  fpeaking  the  truth  without  hypocrifie,  in 
reprehending  all  finnes  without  flatterie,  in  lining  him- 
felfe vprightly,  and  difcourfing  on  the  Scriptures  reue- 
rently,  in  affebling  no  partialitie,  but  ordring  all  things 
in  finceritie. 

Cofmo:  I,  but  Diogenes,  the  world  is  fuch  now  a 
daies,  as  the  purging  of  growen  fickneffes  procureth 
death,  plaine  dealing  commonly  in  this  world  weareth 
a bare  coate.  Such  therefore  as  will  thriue  in  the 
worlde,  they  muft  fome  times  diffemble:  for  fince  of 
two  euils  the  leaft  is  to  be  chofen,  I thinke  it  better  to 
forbeare  than  to  beare  the  fagot,  & more  meete  to  beare 
the  fagot,  than  to  burne  by  the  fagot. 

Diogenes:  I knowe  thou  fpeakeft  according  to  thy 
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confcience  Cofmofophos,  and  I beare  with  thee.  But 
heare  you  me,  thofe  men  that  are  called  to  the  feruice  of 
the  Gods,  mull  haue  vpright  hearts,  neither  felfe  will 
nor  worldly  promotion  muft  withdraw  them.  What pro- 
fiteth  a man  to  whine  the  whole  zuorld,  and  to  loofe 
his  ozone  foule?  Such  as  are  teachers  of  the  fimple  fort 
muft  be  as  ftarres  in  darke  nightes,  lampes  in  blinde 
walkes.  What  proflteth  it  the  talent  to  be  hidden,  or 
what  is  gold  vnleffe  it  byde  the  tryall  ? Thofe  that  haue 
care  of  foules,  muft  be  careleffe  of  the  w^orlde,  careles  of 
wealth : and  if  danger  threaten  their  flocke,  they  ought 
rather  to  fufifer  death,  than  to  fee  them  feduced,  as  I wil 
teach  you  by  a prettie  tale  if  you  will  heare  it? 

Philo:  Say  on  good  Diogenes. 

Dio:  I will  fatiffie  thde  Philoplntos.  A Hauke 
called  Ormarilliis  being  a ftout  birde  of  pray,  & feeking 
out  for  a p^ere,  met  with  a Goflrauke,  who  became  his 
confederate:  thefe  two  bold  winged  rauenors,  feeking 
in  the  Summer  euening  for  their  ordinarie  Supper, 
made  this  couenant  betweene  themfelues,  that  whatfo- 
euer  they  tookefhould  beequallydeuided  between  them : 
vpon  which  conclufion,  they  both  at  once  feazed  vpon  a 
Quaile,  and  feeing  her  a little  bird  too  abiedl  a morcell 
for  their  hungrie  mawes,  they  began  coulorably  to  vn- 
dermine  her,  in  hope  to  furprife  both  her  and  her  young, 
and  courted  her  in  this  manner:  Choofe  thee  whether 
(faire  bird)  thou  hadft  rather  be  deuoured  alone,  or  elfe 
conducing  vs  to  thy  chickens  and  yong  ones,  to  fuffer 
death  with  them,  to  fatiffie  our  pleafures.  The  Quaile 
being  in  a quandarie  faid : Anguifh  and  trouble  is  falne 
vpon  me  on  euerie  fide,  and  what  I fliould  do  I fliunne 
to  doe.  Should  I loofe  my  yong  ones?  whome  I haue 
carefully  couered  in  the  fliell,  and  clocked  vnder  my 
wings  ? whom  I haue  fed  by  my  toyle,  and  brought  vp 
with  much  care : no  I will  not.  Leffe  hurt  is  it  for  m^e 
to  die,  and  to  fall  into  their  handes  my  felfe  alone,  than 
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to  fuffer  both  my  felfe  and  the  fillie  ones  both  at  once  to 
perifli,  whereupon  without  replye  fliee  humbled  her  to 
their  grype;  they  grdedily  deuoured  her,  and  the  diuell 
fend  them  furfets  that  lone  fuch  fuppers. 

Cofvio:  How  apply  you  this? 

Dio:  Whie  thus  Sir:  After  the  manner  of  this 
Quaile  ought  our  truely  qualited  diuines  demean  them 
felues,  of  two  harmes  they  muft  choofe  the  leffe : better 
had  they  fuffer  with  a good  confcience,  than  their  whole 
flock  fliould  be  deuoured  in  error,  or  mifled  through  their 
enuie,  and  made  infolent  with  their  fmgularitie.  They 
are  bound  to  die  rather  for  a Common  profit,  than  to 
line  for  a fingular  auaile.  Among  the  Barbarous,  many 
haue  beene  peremptorie  for  their  cities  fafetie.  Marcus 
Regulus  being  taken  prifoner  in  a certaine  battaile  by 
the  Carthaginians,  was  fent  by  them  to  Rome  vpon 
his  faithfull  promife  of  returne,  to  raunfome  other  cap- 
tiues  which  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Romanes:  who  en- 
tering the  Senate  houfe  being  an  old  man  well  ftept  in 
yeares,  in  fteede  of  perfuading  his  affociates  for  the 
fafetie  of  the  enimie,  voluntarilie  diffwaded  them  from 
exchange,  alledging  his  olde  yeares,  his  broken  me- 
morie,  his  vnable  bodie,  whereby  he  Avas  vnfit  to  plea- 
fure  his  countrie,  nay  rather  he  feared  to  be  a burthen : 
for  which  caufe  he  humbly  intreated  them  with  teares 
in  his  eies,  to  returne  him  home  to  (Carthage,  and  to  de- 
taine  the  noble  yong  enimies:  in  briefe  with  much  ad- 
miration he  attained  his  fuite,  returned  to  Qarthage,  & 
dyed  conftantly  and  confidently  for  his  countrie.  Such 
flrould  diuines  be,  but  I will  leaue  to  talke  of  theiw  who 
are  beft  able  to  teach  vs : they  that  weare  the  flrooe  can 
beft  tell  where  it  wringeth,  and  no  doubt  they  rvill  a- 
gainft  neAvfanglenes  at  laft  fpeake:  for  the  beft  fort  of 
them  are  like  thofe  Orators,  which  in  cafes  they  fpake 
of  feldome,  are  fure  then  to  deale  verie  foundly. 

Philo:  Now  as  touching  Soliciters  in  Law,  vnlet- 
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tered  Curates?  What  deeme  you  of  them? 

Dio:  The  firfl  are  like  Coloquintida  in  a common 
pot  of  pottage,  they  make  all  bitter,  drawing  their  be- 
nefice from  nothing  but  contention : they  deuife  fo  many 
ftreffes  that  they  breake  plaine  mens  heart-ftrings. 
They  buzze  in  rich  mens  eares  till  they  be  lords  of  poore 
mens  ernings.  And  then  comes  Sir  lohn  flitpen  to  a 
Bailifes  office,  or  elfe  to  keepe  a Leete,  where  he  will  fo 
hunt  poore  mens  titles  with  the  flender  countenance  of 
Littletons  Tenures,  as  they  fhall  fooner  catch  a loufe 
than  k^epe  their  lining.  They  write  fo  much  ad  opus  & 
vfuni  eiufdem  lohannis,  that  they  inuert  all  good  vfes : 
When  as  all  controuerfies  in  Athens  were  wont  to  be 
decided  among  curteous  neighbors,  and  the  gang  tooth 
was  a feale  of  more  truth,  then  the  beft  bunch  of  feales 
in  the  fubtilleft  Scriueners  fhop  in  this  Citie.  Oh  what 
fwarmes  of  them  fee  I in  this  Land,  they  iet  vp  and 
downe  the  ftreetes  grafping  a paper  in  their  hands  for 
feare  a man  fhould  fpie  a true  finger  in  the  fift,  canying 
a pen  in  their  eares  to  note  that  which  they  deferue  not, 
their  gowne  is  carried  fidelong  by  the  wind  like  a mifne 
faile,  fliewing  they  are  fit  to  turne  to  all  fubtilties,  their 
thumbes  are  goodly  Alcumiftes  that  with  the  very  touch 
tranflate  a fee  of  ten  groats  to  a fignet  of  three  poundes. 
But  Philoplutos  and  Cofmofophos,  fliarpe  though  I 
be,  and  Cynicall  in  reprehending,  yet  is  Diogenes  as 
farre  from  enuie  as  thefe  petifogging  pratlers  he  mea- 
neth  from  honeftie,  and  reuerenceth  the  graue  and  vp- 
right  Lawyer,  as  the  inftrument  of  the  Gods,  poynting 
by  their  wifedomes  the  wickeds  punifliment,  and  the  in- 
nocents preferuation,  giuing  to  euerie  man  his  proper 
right  and  ending  iuftly  long  hidden  controuerfies : thefe 
dooth  Diogenes  reuerence  with  the  Sunnes  arife,  and 
bans  the  other  at  his  going  downe,  who  caft  oyle  into 
fire,  and  fet  a candle  to  kindled  flaxe:  who  hauing  byfuch 
gleanings  gotten  once  into  their  gards,  waxe  then  fo 
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greedie,  that  no  fubornations  are  by  them  ouerfUpt,  till 
the  good  Lawiers  finding  their  fubtilties,  fende  them 
where  they  cannot  flip  till  their  eares  be  flit.  Thefe  are 
like  hungrie  Dogges,  who  fight  for  a boane  one  with  an 
other,  and  play  the  wantons  together  when  their  Ch- 
ants fee  them  not.  They  haue  learned  the  pulling  of  the 
Goofe  beyonde  our  Athenian  kitchin  mens  conceit. 
They  are  not  content  with  the  fethers,  but  they  will 
haue  the  fell;  Shall  I tell  you  a prettie  tale  of  them 
which  may  be  pithilie  alluded  to  them. 

Philo:  Afke  vs  not  whether  thou  flialt  tell,  but  tell 
vs,  matters  of  woorth  among  men  of  wit  may  neuer 
want  attention. 

Dio:  Among  men  of  wit:  well  applyed  Philoplu- 
tos  to  thine  owne  flatterie.  Thou  attributeft  a pound  of 
that  to  thy  felfe,  which  a good  man  can  fcarcely  wring 
from  th^e  by  the  penie-worth.  But  let  that  paffe,  and 
heare  my  pretence:  There  was  a faire  goodly  Cocke 
with  partie-coulored  plumes,  and  a crimfon  combe,  the 
verie  Chauntecleere  of  all  the  dunghill.  This  proude 
birde  was  lockt  vp  in  a faire  yarde  with  a fat  Capon; 
the  Cocke  like  the  bird  of  the  Sunne  was  the  comman- 
der oner  the  hennes,  the  Capon  enioyned  to  pennance,  in 
that  he  had  loft  his  ftones,  was  nothing  fo  flout.  So  it 
was,  that  amid  the  iollitie  of  the  Cocke,  and  humilitie  of 
the  Capon,  it  vnfortunately  happened,  that  the  Fox  fin- 
ding a gap  in  the  hedge,  came  and  caught  the  Cocke,  and 
for  all  his  courage  deuoured  him,  and  finding  his  flefli 
tough  and  fomewhat  rammifli,  hee  caft  in  his  minde  by 
what  m.eanes  he  might  catch  the  Capon,  wherevpon  re- 
feruing  the  combe  of  the  Cocke,  like  a graue  fellow  in  a 
garded  gowne,  he  came  and  fpake  in  this  manner.  Bro- 
ther Capon,  thy  fellow  Cock  is  departed,  and  in  token  of 
great  loue  I haue  brought  thee  his  goodly  combe,  which 
he  bare  continually  on  his  head.  The  Capon  fitting  on 
the  rouft  began  to  giue  great  regard,  and  tickled  like  a 
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Samon  trout  in  the  gill  was  quickly  beguiled,  and  now 
came  it  into  his  minde  that  if  hee  coulde  compaffe  the 
Combe  he  might  be  Lord  ouer  the  hens,  and  attaine  the 
preheminence  of  honour,  for  which  caufe  hee  defcended 
from  the  Rooft,  the  Fox  ftarted  and  caught  him,  and  ha- 
uing  deceiued  him  deuoured  him,  &c. 

Cofmo:  And  what  of  this? 

Dio:  Euen  like  the  Fox  haue  our  falfe  hearted  At- 
turnies  dealt,  Firft  with  faire  wordes  haue  they  got  a 
fleece  from  the  rich,  leauing  them  a fmall  title  for  a great 
fumme  of  money,  yea  fome  are  fuckt  fo  ndere  the  bone  as 
they  haue  no  marrowe,  a pitifull  matter:  Nowe  thefe 
Foxes  hauing  furniflied  them  with  their  coine,  begin  to 
gather  countenance,  and  making  poore  men  beReue  all 
by  their  big  looks,  they  fo  rent  them  that  they  leaue  them 
no  Rent,  and  trouble  them  with  fo  many  writs  that  fome 
of  them  are  befide  their  wits : Alaffe  poore  Capons,  are 
you  fo  greedy  to  buy  a Cockefcombe?  Truely  our  huf- 
bandmen  heere  ^howV  Athe7is,  are  like  yDfops  Cocke 
whom  the  Foxe  efpied  perched  on  a tr^e  and  bearing  a 
peece  of  flefli  in  his  crooked  nebbe:  For  which  caufe  the 
crafty  beaft  incenfed  with  hunger,  bethought  hir  felfe 
howe  to  beguilde  him,  and  therefore  fhee  fpake  and  faide: 
Brother  Crowe  behold  me  and  marke  my  fayings;  thy 
beauty  paffeth  the  beauty  of  all  birdes,  and  thy  ftrength 
exceedeth  the  ftrength  of  all  other  fowles,  but  I am  one- 
ly  forry  that  thou  haft  no  voice,  nor  cunning  in  tunable 
and  deliuer  notes  to  excell  the  muficke  of  the  Nightin- 
gale, whome  thou  excdedeft  in  colour  although  fliee  bde 
thought  to  bee  more  cunning  in  cackling:  The  Crowe 
tickled  with  vainegloiy  fodainely  began  to  fing,  when  as 
vnawares  the  flefh  fell  out  of  his  mouth,  which  the  Fox 
caught  and  eate  vp,  and  fmilingly  went  away.  Such 
careles  Crowes  are  our  Country  men  till  they  loofe  their 
crownes,  for  hauing  money  in  their  fift  they  imploy  it  in 
recouery  of  things  in  difcontinuance,  and  fo  at  laft  loofe 
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both  the  eftate  and  the  ftocke.  Oh  fir  (faith  the  Attor- 
ney) your  father  had  it  in  poffeffion  thus  long,  and  will 
you  lofe  it?  What  though  your  Landlord  be  rich,  there 
is  law  for  him?  Thus  fo  long  they  law  it  with  the  poore 
man,  that  he  prooueth  a dawe  in  the  end.  And  what  fayes 
the  Atturney  then  ? In  faith  your  Counfaile  told  me  the 
cafe  was  plaine.  But  oh  ye  Athenians,  hold  your  own, 
truft  not,  for  truft  is  fooneft  betraide : it  is  better  to  haue 
one  bird  in  the  fift,  than  two  in  the  field.  Marke  Catoes 
wordes,  Beleene  not  thou  another  ma7i,  for  beliefe  is 
the  Jicp  to  deccipt. 

Philo:  Now  for  ignoraunt  and  vnlettered  Cu- 
rates ? 

Dio:  In  faith  I leaue  to  fpeake  of  them,  till  fuch 
as  you  bridle  the  impietie  of  Farmers,  Grafiers,  & fuch 
greafie  Patrones,  who  neither  are  able  to  fupply  the 
place,  nor  will  part  with  any  indifferent  maintenance  for 
a fufficiet  man ; fo  I paffe  them  to  their  fuperintendents, 
whofe  wifedomes  can  fee  beft  into  their  vnworthines; 
I will  onely  note  a merrie  left  of  Arlotto,  which  proueth 
their  ignorance  for  the  nonce.  In  the  famous  Citie  of 
Millaine  there  fometimes  dwelled  a Curate,  a feat  and 
delicious  companion,  cunning  in  merriment,  but  igno- 
rant of  his  Maffe-booke:  this  Cleargie  man  and  igno- 
rant Clearke,  happening  to,  read  the  florie  of  lacob  ha- 
bens  duodecim  filios,  fortuned  in  his  Portaffe  to  finde  la 
on  the  one  fide,  and  cob  on  the  other,  and  being  verie  ear- 
ned; to  prooue himfelfe  a tall ab c Clearke,  he  read  on,  %l 
la  la  la  la,  and  wetting  his  fingers  fo  rubbed  them  with 
impatience,  that  at  laft  with  blufliing  enuie  turning  ouer 
the  leafe,  and  finding  long  concealed  cob  hidden  on  the  o- 
ther  fide,  with  an  open  mouth  and  a full  throate  he  cried 
out,  Qob  fta  voftrc fgnoi'ie  in  quejlo  luoco:  was  not  this  a 
pretie  fellow  at  a (fob  Philoplutos?  Beleeue  me  one  ler- 
ned  Milo  would  carrie  too  manie  of  thefe  Calues,  who  by 
vfe  if  they  prooue  not  Oxen,  are  Affes  in  their  age.  But 
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this  common  place  is  too  plentifull,  and  my  minde  too 
peremptory,  therefore  I will  leaue  it  (as  I faide)  to  the 
good  Pallors  and  Patrones  to  fee  into  thefe  faultes,  and 
to  falue  them  by  their  difcretion. 

Cofmo:  So  doe  Diogenes:  and  now  to  the  l\Ier- 
chants,  a great  lim  of  this  City,  men  of  mighty  poffeffi- 
ons  and  woonderfully  monied. 

Dio:  Oh  ftay  there  CofmofopJios,  they  are  thy  kin- 
dred, praife  them  not  too  farre,  for  thou  art  acceffaiy  to 
their  faults:  thefe  men  attributing  all  to  fortune,  are  all 
of  them  moft  drowned  in  folly:  Infatiable  are  their  de- 
fires,  & fubtill  their  imaginations,  they  thirfl  after  pro- 
motions vehemently  without  moderation,  wherein  they 
feeme  to  imitate  the  bird  Laurus,  of  whom  Solinus  vfeth 
this  pretty  difcourfe.  Laurus  (faith  he)  liueth  on  the  wa- 
ter as  well  as  on  the  land,  a byrd  of  black  colour  and  ex- 
ceeding fat.  This  Laurus  was  a fliipman  the  greateft  that 
could  bee,  yet  in  all  his  trauels  hee  euer  ouercharged  his 
fhip,  trufting  to  his  owne  cunning.  For  which  caufe  his 
friendes  many  a time  and  oft  rebuked  him  of  his  folly: 
yet  neuertheleffe  he  amended  not,  but  intended  his  coue- 
tous  courfe,  in  hope  of  fodaine  profit  and  lucre.  It  for- 
tuned therefore  vpon  a time,  that  hee  fraught  his  fhip  ex- 
ceffiuely  with  diners  merchandife,  infomuch  as  he  coulde 
not  guide  it  by  reafon  of  the  great  burthen  and  trou- 
blous wanes  which  inforced  it,  and  for  this  caufe  the  fliip 
funke  into  the  bottome  of  the  fea  and  was  drowned : and 
fo  this  Lauries  vtterly  vndone  and  prooued  banke- 
rupt:  In  confcience  Cofmofophos,  was  not  this  a very 
foole } 

Cofmo:  So  I heard  that  Cato  was  woont  to  al- 
lude, who  neuer  condemned  himfelfe  more  than  for  tru- 
fting the  fea : but  let  vs  heare  this  parable  appl  ied,  good 
Diogenes. 

Dio:  I wil,  becaufe  it  is  waighty:  Merchants  lliould 
take  heed  hereto,and  not  to  couet  hafly  winn  ings  i n hope  to 
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be  fodainely  rich  by  great  perill,  but  furely  to  increafe 
in  wealth  with  moderation : for  Barnard  faith  (yet  Bar- 
nardus  non  zddet  omnia)  I will  not  fodainly  bee  made 
greateft,  but  I will  profit  and  increafe  moderately  from 
more  to  more.  Heare  an  other  pretty  fable:  There  was  a 
fat  CliLirle  that  had  a fruitfull  hen  which  laide  euery  day 
an  egge,  whereupon  hee  gathered  many  and  folde  them, 
and  increafed  to  his  owne  aduantage.  At  laft  he  thought 
(as  couetoufneffe  ftill  hatcheth  newe  mifchiefe)  that  if 
this  hen  were  killed  and  opened,  hee  flioulde  haue  many 
egs  in  hir,  for  which  caufe  he  commaunded  the  hen  to  be 
flaine : which  done  he  found  hir  void  of  egs,  and  to  his  vt- 
ter  Ioffe  failed  both  of  the  fowle  and  the  fruit,  according 
to  the  common  prouerbe,  Hee  that  coueteth  all,  often- 
times loofeth  much.  Merchants  and  Chapmen  ought 
therefore  to  beware  left  they  get  any  thing  wrongfully, 
forvniuft  mens  goods  fliall  be  foone  deflroyed,  according 
to  the  opinion  of  the  Philofopher:  who  faith,  that  riches 
lightly  gotten  may  not  laft  long.  Another  alfo  giueth 
them  this  leffon,  Heritage  that  is  haftely  purchafed  in 
the  beginning, fliall  lackebleffingintheende.  Harke  th6e 
Cofmofophos  a true  tale,  a fit  note  for  all  Marchants, 
When  a certaine  Merchant  on  the  fea  vppon  a time  had 
fold  his  wines  which  were  mixed  halfe  with  water,  for  as 
much  money  as  if  it  had  beene  pure  wine,  hee  fortuned  to 
open  his  bag  to  caft  in  the  money,  when  as  an  Ape  at 
that  time  playing  aboue  the  hatches,  efpiecl  the  place 
where  he  buried  it,  and  in  fecrete  wife  comming  and  cat- 
ching the  bagge  with  the  whole  money,  he  fled  to  the  An- 
chor & began  toverefie  the  old  prouerbe,  ill  gotten  goods 
neuer  profper:  for  fitting  thereupon,  and  beholding  the 
playing  of  the  billowes  againft  the  barke  fide,  he  played 
the  vpright  dealer,  for  he  opened  the  bag  and  threwe  one 
piece  into  the  fea,  the  other  into  the  fliip,and  thus  deligh- 
ting himfelfe  in  his  Apifli  vprightnes,  (being  ordained 
to  punifli  the  Merchants  diffembling)  ceafed  not  but  caft 
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out  euery  pennie,  infomuch  as  the  Merchaunt  had  no  a- 
uayle  by  his  fraud ; fo  iuft  are  the  heauens  againft  al  co- 
uetous  diffemblers,  who  vfmg  fuch  tricks  prooue  them- 
felues  but  fliifting  Merchants. 

Cofmo:  I,  but  Diogenes,  I haue  read  that  Vfury 
is  allowable,  our  Princes  haue  wincked  at  it,  in  that  it 
hath  enriched  the  State. 

Dio:  Thou  wouldeft  fay,  in  that  it  hath  robbed  the 
State.  I will  tell  thee,  this  pra61;ife  of  corrupt  heart,  is 
the  rotting  fore  of  Athens.  The  Hebriies  well  looking 
into  the  lamentable  elfeftes  thereof,  called  it  Nefchech, 
that  is  to  fay,  a biting:  a diftion  which  is  drawen  from 
the  theame  Nafchech,  a word  attributed  to  Serpents: 
for  as  the  Serpent  ftingeth  and  biteth,  fo  Vfurie  (accor- 
ding to  the  opinion  of  Rabbi  Salomon ) is  the  venemouft 
poyfon  among  men.  For  as  hee  that  is  ftung  by  a Ser- 
pent in  the  foote,  with  fmall  paine  falleth  a fleepe,  and  in 
his  numbers  (the  poyfon  beeing  difpearfed)  fuffereth 
death:  fo  the  biting  of  Vfurie  makes  but  a little  wound 
at  the  firft,  vntill  fuch  time  as  it  hath  growen  to  fulnes, 
it  confumeth  a poore  mans  whole  eftate,  and  fubftaunce. 
The  Chaldees  in  their  Theologie,  call  it  Habidiah,  that 
is  to  fay,  perdition  and  corruption : for  it  deftroyeth  and 
ouerthroweth  men  according  to  the  faying  of  S.  Chri- 
fojiome,  who  following  the  Etymologie  of  the  Hebrue, 
compareth  Vfurie  with  the  Venome  proceeding  from  the 
biting  of  a certaine  Serpent,  whofe  woud  and  fling  is  fo 
fweete  at  the  beginning,  that  it  engendreth  a defire  of 
fleepe,  and  then  in  the  end  the  fleepe  killeth  him  which  is 
wounded,  at  fuch  time  as  the  venome  fpreadeth  it  felfe 
through  all  the  members  of  the  bodie : fo  hee  which  is  in- 
chained  in  Vfurers  debts,  thinketh  in  the  beginning  to 
receaue  fome  profit,  but  he  doth  but  caft  himfelfe  afl6epe, 
and  not  acquitting  himfelfe  at  any  time  of  the  principal, 
in  the  end  he  confumeth  himfelfe  altogether.  There  are 
Lawyers  and  Legifts,  who  (according  to  the  opinion  of 
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Saint  Hierome)  compare  vfurie  vnto  a certain  worme, 
who  naturally  is  fo  malignant,  that  after  he  hath  fo  long 
gnawen  the  wood  that  he  may  turn  him  in  the  hole  which 
he  hath  made,  he  cngendreth  another  worme  of  the  fame 
mallice:  fo  the  Vfurie  with  the  debtor  that  maketh  fa- 
tiffablion  vpon  the  dayes  of  paiment,  hatcheth  vp  ano- 
ther vfurie : & poore  borrowers  hatch  wormes  ad  infini- 
tum to  their  vtter  wrack.  And  in  that  the  vfurer  is  com- 
pared to  a worme,  he  fhall  haue  in  rccompence  of  his  vil- 
lanie,  a worme  which  Aral  inceffantly  feede  vpon  him,  and 
tyre  vpon  his  confcience,  as  the  Vultures  that  gnaw  the 
poore  liuer  of  Titiiis,  according  to  Homers  opinib ; & this 
is  my  opinion.  This  is  the  worme  that  fliall  not  die  as  a 
Prophet  fpoke,  more  famous  than  Plato  for  a Philofo- 
pher.  The  Vfurer  likewife  is  compared  vnto  fire,  an 
aftuall  and  infatiable  element;  for  as  it  burneth  and  con- 
fumeth  all  fuch  wood  as  is  caft  vppon  it,  fo  the  vfurer  the 
more  he  hath  in  his  purfe,  the  more  he  gnaweth  and  de- 
uoureth,  refembling  in  this  poynt  hell  mouth.  But  I 
I may  fay  to  thee  Cofmofophos,  I muft  now  laugh  har- 
telie. 

Cofmo:  And  why.^ 

Dio:  Becaufe  this  their  fire  of  Couetoufneffe  fliall 
burne  the  Author,  not  only  in  this  world  where  the  wic- 
ked begin  their  hell ; but  in  the  other  world,  where  the 
fire  of  hell  is  vnquenchable.  In  briefe,  thefe  vfurers  (as 
Barnard  faith)  are  Mafler  burgeffe  theeues,  who  as  the 
Pyke  in  the  pond  deuoureth  all  other  fifli,  fo  doth  the  V- 
furer  the  poore  people  in  Cities,  Townes  and  Villages, 
till  fome  wilde  fire  cut  them  fliort.  Cicero  and  Cato  ac- 
compteth  them  for  homicides,  %i  Aufonius  the  Poet  faith 
Vfurie  killeth  fodainly.  We  Greekes  cal  Vfurie  Tocos, 
which  is  a name  deriued  from  Ticlo,  which  fignifieth  as 
much  as  to  bring  forth,  in  fuch  manner  as  infants  are  be- 
gotten : for  with  Ioffe  of  time  it  bringeth  foorth  and  be- 
getteth  much  money : a plague  on  the  fathers  of  fuch 
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monfters.  Arijtotle  this  curfecl  lucre,  an  infant 

begotten  againft  Nature.  To  fpeake  in  a word,  this 
VTurie  is  againft  the  lawes  both  natural!,  diuine,  & hu- 
mane. That  it  is  againft  the  lawes  naturall,  the  Philo- 
fophers  haue  fufhciently  teftified,  who  haue  detefted  the 
gaine  of  Vfurie:  Plato  in  his  lawes  hath  forbidden  the 
vfage  of  Vfurie,  and  hath  commaunded  to  punifli  the  V- 
furer  with  the  Ioffe  of  his  principall,  and  the  forfeiture 
of  the  arrearage.  Plutarch  hath  alfo  made  an  expreffe 
Treatife  vpon  the  fame,  where  he  prooueth  that  by  Na- 
ture we  ought  not  to  vfe  feneration  and  vfurie:  and  for 
this  caufe  al  Nations  haue  it  in  horror,  as  the  Turkes, 
Moores,  Saracens,  Tartares  and  other  Infidels.  The 
firft  proofe  is  taken  from  A rifwtle,  who  faith,  that  money 
cannot  ingender  money,  for  it  is  againft  Nature,  that  a 
thing  beeing  of  it  felfe  barraine,  fliould  beare  frute.  Hee 
then  that  feeketh  frute  from  his  money,  which  is  not  ad- 
mitted in  the  number  of  natural  genetrices,  how  finneth 
he  againft  the  right  naturall.^  The  fecond  reafon.  It  is 
iniuftice  to  feeke  to  draw  profite  from  that  which  is  not 
his  owne:  but  it  is  certaine,  that  filuer  lent,  is  not  his 
own  that  hath  lent  it,  but  both  in  the  propertie  and  vfage 
is  his  for  the  time  to  rvhom  it  is  lent,  and  therfore  fuch 
a loane  in  Latin  is  called  Miitumn,  of  mine  it  is  made 
thine,  and  if  it  be  mine,  it  cannot  at  that  inftant  be  thine. 
The  third  reafon.  To  take  anie  thing  twice,  is  Larceny; 
the  Vfurer  doth  the  fame.  And  how.?  Firft  he  receiueth 
and  taketh  the  principall  fumme,  and  fecondly  the  inte- 
reft  of  the  fame,  which  is  moft  gret  iniuftice.  The  fourth. 
He  that  felleth  one  thing  twice,  committeth  Larcenie  & 
iniuftice : but  the  Vfurer  dooth  fo.  For  in  receiuing  his 
money,  he  receiueth  filuer  for  filuer  in  the  fame  equalitie, 
and  then  in  exa6ling  the  ouer-plus  he  felleth  the  vfe,  and 
that  is  (in  effeft)  to  fell  twice,  confidering  that  the  vfage 
cannot  be  feperated  from  the  thing.  I could  yeeld  exam- 
ples of  all  thefe,  but  it  were  vaine,  fince  the  examples  be 
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continually  laid  before  the  eyes  of  Philoplutos. 

Philo:  But  how  is  Vfurie  againll  the  law  of  God, 
where  it  is  written,  that  each  man  may  make  profite  of 
his  owne? 

Dio:  O Sir,  that  is  to  take  toward  a decent  main- 
tenance of  your  lining,  not  to  the  hurt  of  your  neighbor. 
But  that  Vfurie  is  againft  the  Lawes  diuine,  it  appea- 
reth  both  in  theolde  and  new  Tcftamcnt,  which  though 
I haue  neuer  read,  yet  as  infpired  I will  preache  them 
foorth:  for  I am  affured  of  the  truth  thereof.  Firfc,  God 
who  commaundeth  in  Aihcns  and  in  all  places,  fliew- 
eth  in  thefe  efpeciall  words,  that  he  is  difpleafed  with  V- 
furie : Sipccuniam  tuam  dcderis  (faith  he) popnio  vieo pan- 
peri,  qui  habitat  rccnm:  non  vrgdns  aim  qnafi  exadtor,  nec 
vfura  opprimes.  And  in  another  place,  Si  attcniiatus /ra- 
ter tuns  fnerit,  ne  vfnras  accipias  ab  co.  Markc  what  the 
Pfalmift  faith.  Lord,  ivho  Jhall  divcll  in  thy  Taberna- 
cle? who  Jhall  reft  vpon  thy  holy  hill?  He  that  hath 
not  ginen  his  money  to  vfnrie.  Ezcchiel  writeth  (as 
hailing  the  reuelation  from  God,  that  That  man  is  injl, 
and  Jhall  line  eternally,  which  hath  not  lent  vnto  V- 
fnrie,  and  hath  taken  no  oner-plus:  and  he  who  Jhall 
doo  the  contrarie,  Jhall  die,  and  his  blond  Jhall  bee 
vpon  him.  Hearke  what  Ecclefiajlcs  faith  in  the  xxix. 
chapter,  and  lefus  Chrift  in  the  Gofpell  likewife  fayth 
openly,  Date  mutuum,  nihil  hide  fperantes,  lend  zvilling- 
ly,  looking  for  nothing  againe.  As  touching  humane 
Lawes,  are  not  all  Vfuries  ftreightly  forbidden?  Thefe 
are  diuided  into  Ecclefiaftical  lawes  and  Politique : the 
Ecclefiafticall  Lawes  abhorre  and  detefi;  it,  as  you  may 
read  in  the  facred  Chronicles  and  reuerend  Councells, 
as  well  generall  as  particular,  in  the  volumes  of  the 
Cannon  Lawe,  in  the  Decretalls,  in  the  worthie  and  me- 
morable writings  of  the  auncient  Fathers  and  Do6lors, 
as  well  Grecians  as  Latins,  whofe  large  Treatifes  a- 
gainft  this  vnmercifull  finne,  if  Diogenes  fliould  recite. 
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it  would  coft  him  a whole  volume,  for  which  caufe  I 
wonder  at  Bodinus  an  old  friend  of  all  thefe  vfuring  fac- 
tions which  holds  fome  vfuries  lawful  with  Chriftians. 
But  if  his  maflerfliip,  or  doclorfhip  flrall  pleafe  to  exa- 
mine the  lawes  politique  in  generall,  he  fhall  finde  that 
in  all  ages  in  all  times  and  feafons,  they  haue  forbidden 
them,  principally  the  exceffiue  vfuries  themfelues.  The 
Lawes  of  the  moft  greateft  Politicians,  as  of  Solon,  of 
Licurgns,  of  Plato,  of  Arijlotle,  and  likewife  of  the 
tenne  Commiffaries  deputed  to  correbl  the  cuftomes  of 
Rome,  and  to  make  choice  of  the  moft  profitable  lawes : 
Thefe  men  and  Magiflrates  would  not  admit  that  vfu- 
rie  fhould  exceed  the  compaffe  of  one  pennie  for  an  hun- 
dred by  the  yeare,  which  they  call  V7iciare,  for  that  the 
vfurie  of  euery  moneth,  amounted  not  but  to  an  Ounce, 
which  was  the  twelfth  part  of  the  hundred  Crowne  or 
Denier  which  a man  had  lent : in  fuch  fort  as  the  vfurer 
who  fought  more  great  proflte,  was  punifhed  feuerely. 
The  fame  lawe  was  afterwardes  publiflied  vpon  the  re- 
queft  of  the  Tribune  Diiilius  the  yeare  after  the  founda- 
tion of  Rome  jg6,  and  tenne  yeres  after,  vnder  the  Con- 
fulate  of  Torquatus  and  Plantius,  it  was  reduced  vnto 
halfe  an  ounce  by  the  moneth,  and  halfe  a Denier  in  the 
hundred  for  a yere,  in  fuch  fort  as  the  furplufage  fliould 
not  egall  the  principal,  but  in  the  fpace  of  two  hundred 
yeares.  The  yeare  after,  vfurie  was  forbidden  by  the 
lawe  Gemctia,  afterwardes  by  the  lawe  Gabhiia  which 
chafticed  the  vfurer  which  had  imployed  his  money  be- 
yond the  permiffion  of  the  law,  with  the  Ioffe  of  his  prin- 
cipal!. Likewife  the  lawes  of  Dioclcfian  commaunded 
to  punifli  the  vfurer  which  pra6lifed  grieuous  and  ma- 
nifeft  vfuries.  And  Plato  faith  that  the  auncients  were 
accuflomed  to  punifli  the  vfurer  with  the  fourth  part,  and 
to  drawe  the  thiefe  to  the  paiment  of  thedouble ; and  not 
without  caufe,  for  the  Vfurer  (faith  the  faid  Plato)  is  co- 
pared to  the  Homicide.  And  faint  Amhrofe  compareth 
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them  to  the  thiefe  and  the  Robber : as  much  faith  faint 
Chrifojiome  and  faint  Barnard.  Valentinian,  afterward 
Theodoras  and  Arcadius,  commaunded  that  all  they 
fliould  be  puniflied  with  a quadruple  paine, which  excee- 
ded the  vfury  of  a hundreth.  The  prolixity  would  fur- 
paffe  if  I would  feeke  further  into  the  Ciuill  law. 

Philo:  I but  Diogenes,  it  is  moft  certaine  that 
fome  Chriftian  Emperours  haue  approued  Vfury,  as 
In.Jiinian:  therefore  euery  way  ought  you  not  to  con- 
demne  it. 

Dio:  Approued  it.^  I denie  your  affertion,  but  it 
may  be  they  haue  permitted  it,  fhould  I fay  they  haue 
permitted  it?  I muft  then  fay  they  haue  permitted  it  as  a 
neceffary  euill,  fo  as  Cato  was  wont  to  fay  of  women : 
you  will  tell  me  that  the  Ciuill  law  withftandeth  not  the 
contrabls  of  vfury  with  a certaine  moderation,  neither 
punifheth  them ; & approoueth  them  then ; I deny  the 
confequence.  Forhe which  approoueth  giuethfauourand 
licenfe  to  execute  that  which  he  approoueth : but  fo  it  is 
that  there  is  not  any  imperiall  Lawe  whatfoeuer  which 
hath  fauoured  Vfurers,  for  if  fo  it  were,  they  fliould  both 
inuert  the  diuine  Lawe,  and  intort  the  lawes  of  Nature, 
and  therefore  the  Emperor  commaunded  an  inuiolable 
obferuation  of  the  Counfaile  of  Nice,  by  which  all  vfu- 
ries  haue  beene  prohibited.  But  inough  of  Emperours, 
let  vs  containe  our  felues  in  the  walles  of  this  Citie, 
which  I woonder  it  fmcketh  not  for  fin,  there  is  fo  much 
extortion,  craft,  and  vfury  exercifed  in  it.  The  Romanes 
exceeded  but  in  ounces,  but  we  in  pounds:  their  lawes 
admitted  them  fome  fufferance  in  the  compaffe  of  a hun- 
dreth, but  we  exceede  in  thoufandes,  we  lacke  but  fome 
wife  wag  like  Alcibiades  to  burne  the  Vfurers  bonds, 
bils  and  contrables  in  the  market  place,  which  if  they 
were  fet  on  fire,  the  bonfire  would  be  fo  big,  as  I feare  me 
would  confume  the  whole  Citie : poore  men  cry  out  daily, 
widdowes  waile,  all  exclaime,  there  is  none  to  comfort 
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them,  and  how  may  it  be  poffible  whereas  all  men  ftudy 
their  owne  gaine?  Oh  Philopluios  thou  haft  many  Offi- 
cers vnder  thee,  let  one  iuft  man  haue  a fee,  who  honou- 
ring equity  from  his  heart  may  relieue  the  fatherleffe, 
and  comfort  the  defolate:  for  furely,  fuch  as  forfake  the 
poore  in  n^ede,  will  at  laft  be  themfelues  forfaken:  fuch 
as  leaue  their  neighbours  and  deny  them  helpe  when 
dangers  ftiall  oppreffe  them,  ffiall  themfelues  be  denied : 
for  no  one  man  by  worldly  pollic}’  can  warrant  a peace 
without  change,  neither  is  there  any  place  fo  fortified 
that  may  not  endure  a change  or  name  of  eftate:  As  I 
will  teach  thee  Philoplntos,  with  this  thy  friend  Cof- 
mojoplios,  in  a pretty  tale  if  you  will  heare  me.  Ifodore 
in  his  twenty  two  of  Etymologies  defcribeth  the  Gri- 
phon  after  this  manner:  The  Griphon  (faith  hee)  is  a 
feathered  bird  and  fower  footed,  and  thefe  kind  of  birdes 
be  engendred  among  the  Hiperbory  mounts,  that  is,  in 
Scithia  Afiatica.  This  bird  is  like  vnto  an  Eagle  both 
in  head  and  wings,  and  in  all  other  parts  of  his  body  hee 
is  like  vnto  a Lyon,  and  he  deftroyeth  both  men  and  hor- 
fes,  and  putteth  a Smaragdine  ftone  in  his  neft,  againft 
venemous  beaftes  of  the  mountaines.  He  flayeth  and  de- 
ftroyeth all  men  that  dwell  neere  about  him,  neither  is 
his  infatiable  couetoufnes  euer  fatiffied.  This  Gri- 
phon tookea  great  prouince  to  rule,  and  the  more  tofliow 
his  tyranny  & couetoufnes  hee  commanded  three  things : 
Firft.thatno  ftranger  fliould  be  entertained  in  his  coun- 
try either  to  buy  or  to  fell : Secondly,  that  no  manner  of 
creture  fliould  come  thither  from  other  coutries.  Third- 
ly, that  none  of  all  his  people  fliould  be  fo  hardy  to  trauel 
into  other  countries.  All  which  three  commaundenients 
were  obferued  by  his  fubie6ls,  and  he  lined  in  deliciouf- 
nes  and  pleafures,  and  gathered  goods:  and  no  wonder. 
For  whatfoeuer  came  into  his  poffeffion  hee  parted  ivitli 
no  man,  but  kept  it  ftraightly  to  his  owne  proper  vfe. 
Jffit  fo  it  fortuned  vpon  a time  by  the  rightful  iudgnient 
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of  God : that  thunder,  tenipeft  and  lightninges  deftroyed 
all  the  country:  For  which  caufe  the  Comprouincials 
and  inhabiters  thereof  ran  altogether  to  the  Griphon 
crying  and  faying:  Let  vs  hence  oh  king  left  we  die  for 
hunger.  And  he  fent  forth  Legats  to  other  Nations  that 
were  next  adioyning  vnto  him,  that  they  fliould  fend  of 
their  goods  and  graine  vnto  him,  and  fell  them  at  their 
owne  price.  To  whom  they  anfwered  and  faide:  Thou 
wouldft  neuer  fell  vs  any  of  thy  goods,  neither  now  in  thy 
neede  will  we  fell  thee  any.  Grieued  with  this  anfwere 
hee  fent  againe  other  meffengers,  defiring  them  to  come 
W'ith  merchandize  and  to  haue  free  paffage  at  their  plea- 
fure:  but  they  anfwered,  thou  wouldft  neuer  receiue  vs 
before  this  time,  neither  flialt  thou  now  receiue  vs.  The 
third  time  he  fent  vnto  them,  and  praied  them  to  receiue 
him  and  his  people.  But  they  faid.  Thou  neuer  cameft 
vnto  vs  til  now:  at  this  time  neceffity  inforceth  thee,  and 
for  that  caufe  we  will  not  receiue  thee,  but  rather  driue 
thee  from  vs  if  thou  come  vnto  vs : and  fo  forfaken  of  all 
in  greatwretchednes  both  he&  his  people  were  famiflied. 

Philo:  And  what  gather  you  by  this.^ 

Dio:  A leffon  for  thee  Cofinofophos  and  rich  vfu- 
rers  of  the  City:  intende  more  pitty : ftretchyour  purfe 
ftringes:  helpethe  needy:  fauour  the  gooddeferuing:  fur- 
ceafe  your  vfuries  and  oppreffions,  for  ftormes  will  fol- 
low calmes.  It  is  therefore  good  to  be  curteous  and  to  re- 
ceiue forraines  and  ftrangers,  and  to  vfe  merchandize 
with  other  Nations,  and  to  depart  our  worldly  goods 
with  other,  and  employ  them  for  common  profite:  P'or 
our  Sauiour  faith.  Mat.  7.  All  things  that  j'ou  zuill  0- 
ther  men  do  vnto  yon,  doc  you  the  fame  vnto  tlicin,  fo 
biddeth  the  Law  and  the  Prophets  in  generall.  It  is  read 
that  when  Alexander  marched  by  the  way  with  his  Hoft, 
and  both  hee  and  all  his  traine  were  well  nigh  loft  with 
thirft,  one  came  and  prefented  vnto  him  a cup  of  faire 
water  for  a precious  gift,  and  he  with  great  fpeede  com- 
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manded  it  to  be  powred  out,  neither  would  he  once  drink 
himfelfe  in  that  hee  coulde  not  giue  part  to  his  Knights. 
Such  a minde  flioulde  Philoplutos  carry  in  refpedl  of 
well  deferuing  ftudents,  poore  fatherleffe  children,  wid- 
dows,  and  the  aged,  fuch  minde  fhoulde  the  Vfurer  car- 
ry in  refpeft  of  thofe  whome  hee  hath  fuppreffed,  fuch 
fliould  Cofmofoplios  bee,  in  regarde  of  thofe  whom  hee 
hathfeduced:  but  the  couetous  man  faith  contrar)^  Eccle. 
10.  I haue  found  reft  vnto  mee,  and  I will  eate  of  mine 
owne  goods  alone.  Such  couetous  men  as  thefe  fhould 
be  detefted : wherefore  in  old  time  fuch  as  loued  Auarice 
fliould  not  be  preferred  in  the  common  weale,  as  Valerius 
in  his  fixth  booke  telleth  vs,  that  when  two  Confuls  of 
Rome  fliould  haue  bdene  fent  into  Spaine,  and  the  Ro- 
;;/awj-tookecounfaile  and  deliberation  thereupon;  one  a- 
niong  the  reft  (the  famous  Scipio)  faid  thus:  Neither  of 
them  likethme,for  the  one  of  them  hath  nothing,  and  the 
other  will  be  fatiffied  with  nothing,  iudging  equally  po- 
uerty  and  auarice  in  malicious  people.  Alfo  Valerius 
telleth  that  Tiberius  the  Emperor  changed  his  Officers 
very  feldome,  becaufe  they  which  were  newe  ordained, 
were  very  prompt  and  ready  to  receiue.  An  example 
hereof  is  fliewed  by  a man  who  was  wounded,  whofe 
deepe  ftripes  a fwarme  of  flies  couered,  at  which  time  it 
fortuned  that  one  came  byand  fawthem  and  droue  them 
away  to  whom  the  other  faid : Thou  haft  done  me  wrong 
for  thefe  were  full  and  repleat,  now  flial  other  come  that 
be  more  hungry,  and  do  me  more  grief.  In  like  fort  fud- 
ges when  they  bee  needy  or  couetous,  they  bee  greedy  to 
catch,  and  defirous  to  haue.  It  is  read  in  one  fable  of 
Poetry,  that  Midas  defired  of  Apollo  that  whatfoeuer 
he  toucht  might  be  turned  into  gold  and  it  was  granted 
him,  fo  when  hee  flioulde  touch  nieate  or  drinke  with  his 
hands  or  his  lips  it  was  turned  into  gold,  and  he  was  of- 
ten hungry  and  periflied  for  fuftenance,  fo  abundance  of 
riches  maketh  a couetous  man  hungry  & deftroyeth  him. 
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It  is  read  in  the  Chronicles  of  Perfia,  how  Tomyris  the 
Oueene  of  Scythia  (after  fliec  had  taken  Cyrus  King  of 
Perfia)  caufed  his  head  to  be  fmitten  off,  and  put  into  a 
boale  full  of  bloud,  kiying  after  this  manner,  Thoii  hajl 
cuer  thirjled  after  bloud,  notv  drhike  blmcd  thy  fill: 
fo  fliall  it  fall  out  in  after-dayes  with  couetous  men  and 
curfed  tyrants,  who  defire  the  bloud  of  the  poore  people, 
and  the  fpoiles  of  the  fatherles,  that  is  to  fay,  their  goods 
and  fore  labours.  Couetous  men  in  hell  fhal  drinke  mol- 
ten golde,  as  a Philofopher  telleth,  that  Nero  the  Em- 
peroLir  was  feene  in  hel  bathing  himfelf  in  feething  gold : 
and  when  he  faw  a great  number  of  commers  by,  he  faid 
vnto  them.  Come  hether  you  wretches  that  be  fellers  of 
your  neighbours,  and  bath  you  here  with  me,  for  I haue 
referued  the  better  part  for  you. 

Cofimo:  Enough  of  this  matter  good  Diogenes,  there 
is  a matter  of  more  waight  to  be  decided,  wherein  your 
iudgement  is  moft  ripe.  Thou  haft  lately  (as  it  is  re- 
ported) vifited  Lais,  to  whofe  houfe  our  greatefc  Gentle- 
men refort:  there  thou  receiuedft  an  iniurie.  It  fliall 
therefore  ftand  with  thy  iudgement,  to  fet  down  preferip- 
tions  to  Philoplutos,  what  luxury  and  licentioufneffe  is, 
that  knowing  the  deteftable  fruites  thereof,  he  may  pre- 
feribe  lawes  to  coole  Lais,  and  preferre  leffons  to  young 
Gentlemen,  who  now  a dayes  are  too  much  by  wantons 
withdrawen. 

Dio:  Well  Cofirnofiophos,  I fee  you  would  driue 
the  raine  from  your  doore,  this  laft  ftorme  I perceiue 
hath  wet  you : but  that  matters  not  fo  thou  mend,  for  I 
bit  thde  to  that  end.  Now  as  touching  luxurie,  I neede 
not  much  define  vpon  it  in  generall,  fince  in  particular 
fignification,  it  is  a voluntarie  effufion  of  humane  feede, 
and  a difordinate  carnall  copulation  without  marriage  : 
and  this  is  one  of  the  feuen  mortall  and  deadly  finnes, 
called  a capitall  vice,  for  that  there  are  eight  infernall 
daughters  fprong  from  it,  and  all  thefe  ( Philoplutos ) 
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richly  beftowed  on  thy  fonnes.  The  firft  Qecitieox  blind- 
nes  of  fpirite.  The  fecond  precipitation.  The  thirde,  in- 
confideration.  The  fourth,  inconftancie.  The  fifth,  felf- 
loue.  The  fixth,  the  loue  of  the  worlde.  The  feuenth, 
the  hate  of  God.  The  eighth,  the  horror  of  that  other 
worlde.  The  finnes  of  lecherie  might  make  Diogenes 
afhamed  to  fhewe  them,  and  you  to  heare  them.  I will 
therefore  onely  difcourfe  vpon  her  infernall  daughters, 
who  haue  curfed  qualities  euen  in  them,  to  difcouer 
their  mothers  imperfeblions,  and  firft  as  touching  her 
daughter  Cecitie  or  blindnes  of  fpirite,  fliee  wil  proue 
a prettie  blindfold  mifchieuous  childe  I warrant  you. 
(^eciias. 

This  curfed  daughter  of  a lecherous  mother  extin- 
guiflieth  the  naturall  light  of  his  vnderflanding  that 
tyreth  himfelfe  in  the  fports  of  Veuns:  fo  that  forget- 
ting the  dutie  whereunto  he  is  called.  He  pretermit- 
teth  the  feruice  of  God,  the  hearing  of  his  worde,  the 
exei'cife  of  prayer,  wherin  euery  good  Athenian  ought 
to  be  exercifed : In  which  he  committeth  two  finnes : the 
one  of  letcherie ; the  other  of  careleffe  idlenes.  He  like- 
wife  finneth  herein,  who  cafteth  afide  the  fpirituall 
giftes,  to  haue  a tafte  of  the  carnall.  Here  we  fee,  that 
letcherie  blindeth  the  inwarde  humaine  eyes,  as  it  is 
read  of  the  Sodomites,  which  were  blinded  interiourly  & 
exteriourly,  and  the  two  old  falfewitneffes  of  Sufanna 
to  one  of  which  Daniel  faid:  Beautie  hath  bewitched 
thee,  and  concupifence  hath  fubuerted  thy  heart : that  is 
to  fay,  hath  blinded  thy  fpirite.  Alfo,  before  it  is  faid : 
That  they  had  turned  their  eyes  afide,  left  they  ftwuld 
fee  heauen,  & remember  the  iuft  iudgement  of  God. 
For  which  caufe  Antiquitie  depainting  the  god  of  loue 
Cupide,  haue  giuen  him  no  eyes,  for  becaufe  loue  is 
blinde,  and  maketh  them  blinde  that  followe  it.  And  it 
feemeth,  that  the  wife-man  fpeaketh  of  them  when  he 
fayeth : Their  malice  hath  blinded  them.  And  before 
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him  the  Pfalmift  fpeaking  of  the  wicked ; Hcc  ivonld 
not  vnderjland  to  do  zvell.  This  vice  is  contrarie  to 
one  of  the  feuen  gifts  of  the  Holie  Spirite,  and  likewife 
it  blindeth  the  eye  of  the  foule,  which  we  ought  to  keepe 
more  charily  than  ten  thoufand  corporall  eyes,  as  Plato 
fayeth:  The  reafon  is,  for  becaufe  that  by  the  fame  we 
behold  and  contemplate  the  effence  of  God,  according 
to  the  dodlrine  which  lefus  Chrift  our  mafher  hath 
taught  vs,  who  faith,  that  they  are  happie  who  are  clean 
in  heart,  for  they  fliall  fee  the  face  of  God.  The  aunci- 
ents  likewife  do  verie  well  manifeft  that  luxurie  blin- 
ded the  cleerenes  of  the  fpirite.  But  the  poore  flaues  of 
Venus  prefer  the  bodily  fight  before  that  of  the  fpirite, 
and  being  in  that  fort  blinded  they  know  not  what  to  do, 
neither  wot  they  how  to  fauour  the  celeftiall  delightes, 
which  without  comparifon  are  farre  more  great  & more 
fweete  than  thofe  delightes  of  the  world.  Thefe  are  they 
that  haue  drunke  of  the  cup  of  whoredom  which  Saint 
lohn  fa  we  in  the  Apocalips,  that  is  to  faye,  of  lecherie: 
which  maketh  thofe  drunke  with  the  wine  of  her  wicked- 
nes,  which  inhabite  the  earth,  & caufeth  them  to  forget 
the  beginning  of  their  birth  & their  celeftiall  countrey. 
This  in  my  opinion  was  Homers  aime,  who  writeth 
that  the  companions  of  Vliffes  after  they  had  eaten  of 
certaine  fweet  & wonderous  pleafant  fruites  in  Aphrica 
called  Lopothages  forgot  their  natural  countrey  & would 
haue  continued  alwaies  there  where  thofe  fruites  were: 
fo  that  the  valiant  Captaine  Vliffes  (who  reprefenteth 
vnto  vs  reafon : hauing  brought  them  backe  againe  by 
force)  was  conftrained  to  tye  them  to  the  maft  of  the  fliip 
for  feare  they  fliould  returne  to  their  voluptuoufnes. 
From  hence  the  Greekes  deriue  a prouerb  which  faieth: 
That  hee  which  hath  tafted  of  any  difhoneft  pleafure, 
hath  eaten  Lotos.  And  whence  (I  praye  you)  is 
fprung  this  diffolutenes  among  all  fortes  in  Athens, 
and  the  withdrawing  from  vertue  of  fo  many  wandring 
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wits,  but  from  the  tafte  of  this  voluptuoufneffe?  And  for 
that  they  haue  dronken  of  the  cup  of  this  diuelifli  fingu- 
laritie  in  thought,  blinding  their  vnderftanding.  It  is 
carnall  libertie  that  hath  opened  their  ftudies,  and  hoy- 
fted  the  big  voyced  exclaimers  to  high  places:  but  it  is 
behoouefull  for  thofe  that  are  confecrated  to  God,  and  the 
other  which  would  attaine  to  his  ftrickt  feruice,  to  take 
heede  leaft  we  tafte  thereof,  and  fo  fall  into  this  blindnes 
of  fpirite,  which  maketh  vs  forget  our  celefliall  Coun- 
trie,  wherevnto  we  tend : neither  neede  wee  but  one  tafte 
thereof  to  make  vs  forget  all.  It  is  for  that  they  erre 
(faith  a good  Do6Ior)  in  that  they  deliberate  to  enter  the 
lyfts  of  Venus  for  one  time  onely,  to  the  ende  they  might 
be  wholy  fatiffied,  and  afterwards  they  deeme  that  they 
may  the  better  obferue  abftinence : for  one  a6l  engende- 
reth  the  defire  of  two,  and  two  the  defire  of  foure,  and  ten 
the  defire  of  twentie,  in  fuch  fort,  as  the  more  thou  flialt 
commit  this  vice, by  fo  much  the  more  thy  defire  fliall  in- 
creafe:  for  fo  farre  is  fuch  a fire  from  being  extinguifli- 
ed  by  this  meanes,that  more  and  more  it  inflameth.  And 
for  that  caufe,  Plato  in  his  Dialogues  compareth  Con- 
cupifcence  vnto  a fieue,  whereinto  the  more  we  powre  of 
water,  the  more  it  runneth  out,  being  vnable  at  any  time 
to  be  filled : fo  a man  that  thinketh  to  content  himfelfe 
with  this  fecuritie,  he  fareth  like  him  that  thinketh  to  fill 
a fieue  with  water.  And  the  Do6lor  Gerjlwn  fpeaking 
on  this  matter,  bringeth  in  the  example  of  him  who  is 
feazed  with  fome  hot  feuer,  (and  not  without  caufe  may 
lecherie  be  called  a hot  burning  feuer)  who  if  hee  drinke 
one  glaffe  of  frefli  water,  he  deemeth  that  he  is  well  fa- 
tiffied, but  a quarter  of  an  houre  afterward  hee  is  more 
altered  than  euer.  This  is  the  craft  of  the  diuell,  which 
tickleth  him  in  the  head  to  perpetrate  this  finne  vnder 
coLilor  of  mitigating  his  afiedlions,  and  hope  to  auoyde 
his  temptations : but  in  footh  it  is  to  no  other  purpofe, 
but  to  cleliuer  him  ouer  afterwardes  to  a more  furious 
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affault.  And  the  fame  doftor  auerreth,  that  it  fareth 
with  him  that  would  approue  this  pleafure,  as  with  him 
who  is  full  of  itch,  who  the  more  he  fcratcheth,  the  more 
mangie  he  becommeth : Where  if  he  had  but  a little  pa- 
tience, he  fliould  be  prefently  recouered.  It  is  not  there- 
fore without  caufe,  that  the  Apoftle  faith  vnto  vs:  flie 
fornication : whence  our  fathers  draw  a maxime  to  this 
purpofe,  which  fayeth:  that  the  fume  of  letcherie  fur- 
mounteth  it  felfe  rather  in  flight  than  in  refiftance.  A 
man  may  likewife  drawe  another  maxime  fay:  that 
it  is  farre  more  eafie  for  a Maide  to  be  continent,  than 
for  a Widdowe:  more  eafie  for  a Widdowe,  than  fliee 
that  is  married  and  hath  her  hufbande  abfent : more  ea- 
fie for  him  which  hath  neuer  experienced  the  pleafure, 
than  for  thofe  that  are  exercifed  in  it : and  why?  Becaufe 
the  experience  of  fuch  an  a6l,augmentcth  both  thedefire 
and  the  temptation.  This  being  well  confidered,  it 
ought  to  yeeld  good  men  more  confolation  to  augment 
their  courage  in  abftinence,  which  is  to  line  with  cleane 
bodies  and  cleane  hearts : as  I will  prone  you  by  a pre- 
tie tale. 

Philo:  Nay  good  Diogenes  continue  this  courfe, 
me  thinke  thou  art  nowe  in  a right  bias,  which  will  ef- 
fe6l  and  bite  more  than  all  thy  rayling : I pray  thee  pro- 
fecLite  this  matter,  and  difeourfe  on  Precipitation. 

Dio:  Thou  haft  wonne  mee.  Sit  downe  Philoplu- 
tos,  I wil  fit  you  by  and  by:  now  to  Precipitation. 

Precipitatio. 

Next  to  this  blindnes,  followeth  the  feconde  filler 
called  Precipitation,  which  hindereth  the  prouidence 
and  the  Counfailes  wee  ought  to  haue  in  our  adlions,  fo 
that  a man  being  tranfported  by  this  Venerian  paffion, 
regardeth  not  what  he  doeth.  For  as  Plato  fayeth,  Vo- 
luptuoLifnes  is  moft  infolent  of  all,  which  perturbeth 
our  fpirites,  and  taketh  away  the  empire  of  libertie. 

Ah  las,  how  many  are  they  who  are  flaine  and  maffa- 
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cred  in  the  acl  of  Palliardife,  who  die  both  bodie  and 
foule.  This  being  well  confidered  vpon  by  an  Italian 
Poet,  he  detefted  the  vice  of  letcherie  by  reafon  of  the 
daungers  that  followed  it,  faying: 

Lacci  ha  amor  mille  eji  nejfun  tende  in  vano. 

See  then  how  he  who  purfueth  his  pleafures,  expo- 
feth  himfelfe  to  a thoufand  dangers,  according  to  the 
manner  of  him  who  imprudently  cafleth  himfelfe  downe 
hedlong  from  an  high  place.  Precipitation  alfo  peruer- 
teth  the  order  which  a man  ought  keepe  in  his  adlions,  & 
the  degrees  whereby  we  ought  to  proceede.  The  firft  is 
the  memorie  of  things  paft.  The  fecond : the  confidera- 
tion  of  things  prefent.  The  thirde:  the  prouidence  of 
things  to  come.  The  fourth : the  docilitie  by  which  a 
man  acquireth  the  opinion  of  the  mofh  learned  and  ver- 
tuous.  He  then  that  is  driuen  forward  by  the  impetuo- 
fity  of  his  paffions,  purfueth  his  enterprife  in  forfaking 
the  degrees  of  this  order.  This  is  it  that  Cicero 
fpeaketh:  that  voluptuoufnes,  clofeth  vp  the  eyes  of 
the  foule,  and  impeacheth  iudgement.  This  vice  al- 
fo depended!  on  another  fmne  called  Impudencie,  and 
is  mortall,  according  to  the  qualitie  of  the  matter. 
Would  to  God,  that  gentlemen,  Captaines,  and  foul- 
dioLirs,  and  they  who  haue  charge  of  armes,  woulde 
learne  here  their  leffon,  and  propofe  Haniball  for  an 
example,  who  after  he  had  attained  fo  manie  triumphs, 
was  finally  ouercome,  and  ouerthrewe  both  him-felfe 
and  his  great  armie,  laying  both  obiedl  to  a certain  dan- 
ger, through  this  onely  caufe,  for  that  he  was  addidled 
to  this  vice,  according  as  the  Hifloriographers  auerre; 
for  there  is  nothing  that  more  weakeneth  an  Armye, 
and  obfcLireth  the  Arte  Militarie,  than  luxuritie  and 
palliardize. 

Cofmo:  Now  to  Inconfidcration  Diogenes,  what 

thinke  you  of  that.^ 


Ineon- 


46 


22 


for  nice  nofes. 

Inconfideratio. 

Dio:  Inconfideration  is  a finne  which  hindereth 
reafon  and  iudgement  thorough  carnall  voluptuoufnes, 
as  we  haue  alledged  by  the  two  old  Judges  of  Sufanna, 
who  turned  away  their  fpirites  leaft  they  fliould  beholde 
heauen,  and  remember  the  iuft  iudgements:  fo  Letche- 
rie  withdraweth  the'vnderftanding  of  a man,  and  hinde- 
reth him  from  the  confideration  of  that  which  hee  ought 
to  doo,  and  the  fearching  out  of  the  meanes  to  attaine 
the  foueraigne  goodneffe.  Trouble  me  not,  now  come  I 
to  Inconftancie. 

hico7iJlantia. 

Who  fo  is  tranfported  with  voluptuoufnes,  defifting 
from  dooing  of  that  which  is  neceffarie  for  his  faluation, 
committeth  the  finne  of  Inconftancie.  Likewife,  he  that 
is  ouercome  with  that  paffion,  pretermitteth  to  perform 
that  which  he  had  deliberated  to  doo,  as  to  intend  the  fer- 
uice  of  God,  the  vfe  of  prayer,  or  the  deedes  of  charitie, 
& other  good  workes,  as  it  is  faid  in  the  chapter  of  blind- 
neffe.  From  thefe  foure  braunches  of  Letcherie,  Kings, 
Princes,  Judges,  Prelates,  and  all  forts  that  haue  go- 
uernment  of  Eftates  or  foules  and  bodies,  ought  to  gard 
themfelues  to  the  ende  that  being  beautified  with  pru- 
dence, fapience,  counfaile,  and  conftancie,  they  may  well 
knoAV  how  to  difcharge  their  duties  Sc  gouerne  thofe  vn- 
der  their  eftate  Sc  charge.  And  from  whence  commeth  ig- 
norance, inconftancy,  inconfideration,  and  precipitation : 
whence  commeth  the  want  of  vnderflanding,  iudgement 
Sc  counfaile  in  great  men  Sc  fuperiors,  but  for  that  they 
are  fwallowed  vp  in  the  finke  of  this  ftinking  luft  which 
makes  them  walke  like  blind  men  as  the  Prophet  fpea- 
keth  ? O God,  how  is  it  poffible  they  might  giue  any 
good  fentence,  execute  any  iuftice,  decree  any  good  ordi- 
nance for  the  policie  of  a Common  weak,  fince  Fo/ms 
hath  rauiflied  their  vnderftanding.^  The  Jdiilofopher 
fayth;  that  it  robbeth  man  of  his  fpirite. 
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Stobens  accordeth  hereunto,  taking  his  prefident  from 
Archiloc2is,  who  fayd:  that  the  force  of  loue  ftealeth  a- 
way  the  tender  fpirites  of  men.  And  the  morall  Poet 
fayeth:  that  luft  forceth  the  moft  faire  and  diuine  parte 
of  the  foule  on  the  earth : for  it  maketh  it  terreftrial,  car- 
nall,  and  dull:  which  is  a dreadfull  thing  for  them  to  be- 
hold, who  penetrate  and  contemplate  the  verie  beautie 
of  foules.  This  vice  (that  more  is)  rauiflieth  a man  in- 
to rage  and  furie,  as  Plato  proueth  in  his  TivuBo,  where 
he  fayeth:  that  voluptuoufnes  is  the  bait  of  all  euils,  b\’ 
Avhich  a man  becommeth  (as  it  were)  phreneticall,  the 
which  Cicero  teacheth  in  diners  places  of  his  writings, 
where  he  faith:  that  the  foule  hath  no  greater  enimie 
than  carnall  voluptuoufnes.  And  Philon  nameth  it  a 
dangerous  Palliard  which  deceiueth  and  deludeth  the 
fpirite:  This  is  (faith  he)  the  Sei'pent,  vpon  which 
Sathan  is  borne.  Socrates  proueth  wel,  that  they  which 
follow  the  fame  are  nothing  different  from  brute  beafts, 
v/hich  alfo  is  confirmed  by  many  other  Philofophers, 
according  to  the  recitall  of  the  faide  Stobens  alledged 
before  time:  who  replyeth  and  proueth,  that  it  is  no  o- 
ther  thing  than  a furie  which  feazeth  on  poore  mankind 
and  other  mortall  creatures.  He  taketh  it  from  Etiri- 
pides,  who  faid : that  Vcnns  is  all  that  Avhich  is  foolifli 
in  this  worlde,  and  for  that  caufe  the  name  of  follie  beft 
fitteth  her.  Will  you  finde  her  more  brauely  fet  foorth 
than  by  the  Poet  Virgil,  fpeaking  of  the  loue  of  Dido, 
if  he  fpeake  according  to  his  confcience.? 

Vritnr  infadix  Dido  totaq;  vagatnr 
Vrbe  fnrens:  qnalis  coniecla  cerna  fagitta 
Qnam  procul  incantnvi  nemora  inter  Crefsia  fixit 
Pajlor  agens  totis,  liqnitq;  volatile  ferrum 
Nefcins:  ilia  fnga  filuas  faltufq;  peragrat 
DiCteos;  hcerct  lateri  Icethalis  arnndo 
Sceuit  inops  animi  totdmqne  mcenfa  per  vrbem 
Bacchatnr: 
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But  why  alleage  I prophane  men?  haue  we  not  Sa- 
lomon  for  an  example,  the  learnedft  king  that  euer  was 
borne  of  a woman?  It  is  written  of  him,  that  his  fpiritc 
became  altogether  alienated,  by  reafon  of  the  peftilent 
Lechery  which  he  vfed  with  his  Concubines,  yea  euen 
vnto  the  leaning  of  the  true  religion,  and  imbracing  the 
falfe,  as  diners  haue  done  in  Athens,  the  more  is  the  pi- 
ty. This  was  it  that  deftroyed  the  bright  beame  of  fapi- 
ence,  which  God  had  indued  him  with  to  rule  and  go- 
uernehis  people:  a rare  and  great  example  for  all  Kings 
and  Princes  which  haue  fubieftes  to  gouerne  oner  the 
face  of  the  earth. 

Cofmo:  Now  as  touching  felfe-loue. 

Dio:  Thus  of  felfe-loue. 

Philautia. 

He  that  loueth  himfelfe  more  than  God,  committeth 
the  fmne  of  Philautia,  that  is  to  fay  felfe-loue,  which  is 
the  roote  of  many  euils : he  that  breaketh  the  commande- 
ments  of  God  to  folow  whoredome,  loueth  his  body  more 
than  God,  fmee  it  better  liketh  him  to  obay  it  than  God : 
fuch  a one  (if  it  were  lawfull  to  forge  newe  wordes  as  A - 
piilems  was  wont  to  do)  might  be  called  Somalatros,  that 
is  to  fay  Idolater  of  his  bodie,  for  in  footh  it  is  a kinde  of 
Idolatry  to  be  more  fubiedl  vnto  the  flefli  than  to  God : 
Saint  Augujiine  faith,  that  two  loues  haue  builded  two 
Cities : felfe-loue  hath  builded  the  City  of  the  Diuell, 
and  the  loue  of  God  edefied  the  City  of  God.  This  fmne 
is  fo  horrible,  that  it  hath  conuerted  the  Angels  into  Di- 
Liels,  who  made  themfelues  Reprobates  by  ouermuch 
felfe-loue.  Now  for  the  loue  of  the  world. 

Amor  Mundi. 

Thofe  that  loue  this  world  fo  well,  that  they  would  ne- 
uer  depart  out  of  the  fame,  but  are  willing  to  conftitute 
their  Paradice  therein,  offend  both  God  and  humane  na- 
ture, which  hath  beene  created  vnto  this  end  to  iffue  forth 
of  this  vale  of  mifery,  and  to  poffeffe  the  heauenly  Palla- 
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ces,  and  v/hat  is  this  except  it  be  to  fame  againft  the  lawe 
of  Nature.  It  is  alfo  an  other  kinde  of  Idolatry  to  be  too 
much  befotted  with  the  loue  of  this  worlde  and  a figne  of 
eternall  reprobation,  and  therefore  faint  loJin  faith  to 
the  Chriftians  of  Boerea,  My  children  loue  yo7i  7wt  the 
%vorld  neither  the  thinges  that  are  in  the  fame,  for  hee 
that  loueth  the  ivorld  the  grace  of  God  is  ?iot  in  him: 
For  xvhatfoeuer  is  in  the  zuorlde,  is  either  co7icupif- 
cence  of  the  fiejh,  or  eo7icnpifeece  of  the  eies,  or  pride 
of  life.  And  he  faith  alfo,  The  zvorld  is giueft  oner  to  all 
fnalignitie.  And  faint  lames  faith,  That  hee  who  is  a 
friend  to  this  zvorld  is  at  eiwiitie  zvith  God.  Now  tou- 
ching the  hate  of  God.  , 

Dei  odium. 

And  forfomuch  as  felfe-loue  is  incompatible  with  the 
loue  of  God,he  that  isvanquiflied  by  luft,  loueth  himfelfe 
more  than  God,  whom  hee  defpifeth : yea  more,  rather 
hateth,by  reafon  that  prohibiteth  him  thofe  things  which 
he  longeth  after  and  defireth,  and  chafticeth  him  for  his 
finnes  in  his  perfon  or  in  his  goods : This  is  the  moft  fo- 
ueraigne  finne  of  the  world,  for  it  caufeth  a man  will  that 
which  he  would  fliould  not  be  feene  of  God,  if  it  were 
poffible.  This  is  alfo  the  finne  of  the  diuels  which  makes 
them  alvvaies  rebels  againft  their  Creatour,  fo  as  the 
Pfalmifl  fpeaketh.  The  pride  of  thofe  that  hate  thee  O 
Lord  God  increafeth  more  and  more.  That  this  finne 
is  the  moft  grieuous  that  may  be  committed,  Ariflotlc 
himfelfe  knew  full  well,  who  faith.  That  the  aTt  zvhich  is 
oppofed  againft  the  fouet'aigne  good,  is  the  mofl  wic- 
kedefi  of  all:  Although  I will  not  fay  that  the  diuine  ef- 
fence  may  be  the  obie6l  of  hatred,  confidering  that  being 
foueraignely  good,  it  may  not  be  hated : notwithftanding 
I fay  it  may  be  hated  in  refpebl  of  his  effefts,  as  when 
God  puniflreth  finnes  and  offences. 

Philo:  O Diogenes,  this  thy  plaine  methode,  farre 
from  Ironicall  captions,  prooueth  thy  fingularitie:  I 
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pray  thee  proceede,  let  vs  hearc  the  horror  of  the  other 
world. 

Dio:  Thou  flialt  heare  it,  or  elfe  thou  art  but  deafife, 
I will  ring  it  in  thine  eares  in  hope  it  may  worke  thy  a- 
mendment. 

Horror'  alterius  feculi. 

The  horror  of  this  world  engendreth  the  horror  of  hea- 
uen,  and  therefore  they  that  fay,  that  God  ought  to  keep 
his  heauen  for  himfelf,and  leaue  the  earth  vnto  men,  blaG 
pheme  like  Atheifts  as  they  bee.  And  whence  proceedeth 
this.^  It  is  for  no  other  caufe,  but  in  that  they  are  fo  fle- 
flied  with  their  fenfuall  voluptuoufnes,  as  the  Lotopha- 
ges  of  Horner,  that  they  would  neuer  tafte  the  true  and 
eternall  delights,  which  are  (as  fweete  Neclar  and  fauo- 
rie  A rnbrofia ) prepared  for  the  Gods,  that  is  to  fay,  for 
the  feruaunts  of  God.  This  vice  may  alio  be  referred  to 
the  fame  of  idlenes.  See  here  O chaft  and  modeft  foules, 
(I  fpeake  to  none  of  this  auditorie,  Philoplntos)  the  hi- 
deous Monfters  that  the  fmne  of  Letcherie  bringeth 
forth.  Let  vs  flie  them  then  euen  as  a plague,  if  we  hope 
for  anie  part  with  the  bleffed,  who  by  the  lathers  of  con- 
tinence and  chaftitie,haue  paffed  the  ftarrie  Regions,  and 
haue  attained  the  celeftial  pallace  and  eternal  manfions, 
which  lefus  Chrift  hath  prepared  for  all  chaft  and  mo- 
deft  foules. 

They  that  auoyd  not  the  degrees  of  I.echerie,  but  ad- 
mit them  in  taking  pleafure  in  them,  commit  a mortall 
offence.  And  what  are  the  degrees  of  luxurie.^  They  are 
feuen.  The  firft  is,  to  fuffer  fenfualitie  to  mooue  vs  with- 
out repreffing  it:  The  fecond,  the  temporall  delegation 
of  fmne:  The  third,  the  willing  contentment  vnto  fmne : 
The  fourth,  impudent  regardes:  The  fifth,  lafeiuious 
and  wanton  difeourfes:  The  fixt,  unmodeft  kiffes,  tou- 
ches and  embracements:  The  feauenth,  is  the  confum- 
mation  of  carnall  delight,  wherein  refteth  the  bitter  fting 
of  death. 
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Who  fo  flieth  not  the  occafions  of  this  finne,  but  ra- 
ther purfueth  them,  finneth  mortally : and  what  are  the 
occafions  of  this  finne?  They  are  feuen  alfo,  as  there  are 
feuen  degrees.  The  firft  is  idlenes  which  hath  beene  the 
deftruftion  of  Sodome  and  Gomorrha,  and  the  ruine  of 
^gistus,  &c.  and  therefore  the  Poet  faith, 

Otia  fi  tollas  periere  Qipidinis  arcus, 
Qontemptceque  iacent  & fme  luce  faces. 

. The  fecond,  too  great  repofe,  as  they  which  fleepe  at 
their  eafe  in  their  downe  beds  (as  you  doe  Philoplutos) 
againfl  the  counfaile  of  the  Apoftles.  The  third,  the  belly 
cherifhing.  The  fourth,  abundance  of  wine  which  is  a 
moft  luxurious  thing  (as  faith  the  wife  man)  and  there- 
fore isAwtPaid  admonifheth  vs  to  take  heede  thereof,  fay- 
ing; Be  not  drunke  with  wine,  in  which  luxurioufnes  a- 
boundeth.  The  fifth,  too  great  curiofity  of  the  fine  gifts 
of  nature,  againft  which  the  Scripture  fayth:  Auerte 
faeiem  ttiani  a muliere  compta.  The  fixth,  pride  and  pre- 
fumption,  as  Ofeas  fpeaketh  of  Ifrael.  The  laft  and  moft 
dangerous,  is  too  great  familiarity  & conuerfation  with 
women,  which  hath  beene  the  ruine  of  diuers  men;  For 
as  the  Poet  faith, 

Ih'it  videndo  Fcemina, 

Which  is  to  be  vnderflood  a6tiuely  and  paffiuely,  that 
is  to  fay,  fh6e  burneth  hir  felfe  and  burneth  others  in  be- 
holding, and  other  burne  in  feeing  hir.  For  this  occafion 
fage  Sidraeh  admoniflieth  vs,  not  to  bee  daily  conuerfant 
among  women;  For  their  wordes  (faith  hee)  are  more 
flipper  than  oile,  but  in  the  ende  they  are  fteeled  arrowes 
to  deflroy,  as  Daiiid  teftifieth.  The  auncient  Hebrewes 
were  not  ignorant  hereof,  among  whom  one  called  Rabi 
lofe,  the  fon  of  Rabi  lochanan  of  Hierufalem  faid.  Mul- 
tiply not  too  many  wordes  with  a woman,  for  the  aunci- 
ent fages  haue  taught  vs,  that  as  often  as  a man  talketh 
long  time  with  a woman,  hee  procureth  his  ruine  and 
withdraweth  himfelfe  from  the  contemplation  of  celefli- 
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all  things,  and  finally  falleth  into  hell : fo  heare  the  dan- 
gers that  follow  the  great  pleafure  we  take  in  iybing  and 
iefting  with  women,  be  they  good  or  euill,  and  I thinke  it 
is  the  fame  which  the  Ecclefiafticall  paradoxe  would 
conclude,  which  fayeth,  that  the  iniquity  of  a man  is  bet- 
ter than  the  good  of  a woman,  that  is  to  fay,  that  there  is 
no  fo  dangerous  habitation  with  an  euill  man,  as  with 
the  wife  of  his  neighbour,  for  the  perill  is  not  fo  great. 
For  which  caufe  faint  Hicromc  hath  aduertifed  his  Ni- 
cotian not  to  fufifer  young  women  to  enter  his  chamber; 
Stay  not  tJice  zvith  a zvoinan  in  one  and  the  felfe  fame 
Jioufe  ui  triifling  to  thy  chajlity:  Art  thou  viore  Jlrong 
than  Samp/on?  more  holy  than  Dauid?  More  /age  than 
Salomon?  And  as  touching  the  religious  man  named 
Rujlinus  he  wrote  him  backe  an  epiftle,  in  which  he  ad- 
uertifed him  that  he  very  feldome  times  vifiteth  his  own 
mother  becaufe  he  would  not  be  tempted  by  the  regarde 
of  thofe  who  came  with  hir,  & for  feare  the  fmoke  fhould 
lie  couered  in  his  heart,  which  hee  might  not  extinguifli 
when  hewould ; For  this  caufe  the  holy  auncient//^r;«//j' 
fled  from  the  acquaintance  of  women  although  holy.  So 
then  if  the  holy  fathers  admonifii  vs  to  flie  from  the  fami- 
liarity of  thofe  that  are  vertuous,  how  carefull  fliould  we 
be  to  fly  the  conuerfation  of  thofe  which  are  both  wicked, 
wanton  and  light  fingred  1 Thefe  are  the  Sirens  who  by 
their  melodious  and  attra6liue  fong  inchaunt  men,  and 
finally  caft  them  headlong  into  terrible  and  dangerous 
ihipwracke,  that  which  the  Mithologia  of  Homer  decla- 
reth  vnto  vs,  who  faith  that  the  valiant  Captaine  Vlijfes 
hauing  flopped  the  eares  of  his  companions  for  feare 
they  fliould  heare  the  Sirens  voice,  he  caufed  them  to  bee 
tied  to  the  Mafl,  to  the  ende  that  their  melodious  fong 
Ihould  not  cafl  them  headlong  into  the  fea.  The  fame  al- 
fo  was  intended  in  the  hiflory  of  the  harlot  Circes,  who 
(as  Homer  faith,  and  after  him  Virgill  (chaunged  men 
hito  fwine,  Fions,  Beares,  and  other  fauage  beafls,  that 
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is  to  fay,  that  lubricitie  chaunged  the  men  into  brute 
beafts.  It  fliall  be  eafie  to  gather  the  mifliaps  which  a 
diffolute  and  wanton  woman  draweth  after  her,  which 
are  taken  from  the  Latine  word  Mulier,  which  repre- 
fenteth  vnto  vs  fo  manie  euils  as  that  containeth  let- 
ters, w’hich  are  fixe:  to  wite  M.  V.  L.  I.  E.  R. 
An  euill  woman  is  the  euill  of  euils:  the  vanitie  of  va- 
nities: the  letcherie  of  letcheries:  the  choller  of  chol- 
lers:  the  furie  of  furies:  and  the  mine  of  Realmes. 
Another  good  father  hath  difcourfed  all  thefe  Epithites 
according  to  the  order  of  the  Alphabet.  But  what  is 
that  the  Italian  Poet  fpeaketh,  when  thus  againft  that 
fex  he  inueigheth. 

Qredo  che  t'habbia  la  natura,  e Dio 
Produtto  0 fcelerato  feffo,  al  mondo 
Per  vna  fonia,  per  vn  gram  fio 
Del  httom\  eke  fenza  te  faria  gioeondo 
Comm'  ha  produtto  anco  il  ferpente  rio, 

E il  lupo  e Vo7'fo,  c fa  I'aer  fecondo, 

E di  mofehe,  e di  vespe,  e di  tafa^ii, 

E I'oglio,  c auena,  fanafcer  tra  i grani, 

Perche  fatto  non  ha  1' alma  natiira 
Che  fenza  te  poteffe  nafcer  V home, 

Comme  s'inesta  per  humana  C2ira, 

L 'vn  fopra  I'altro,  il  pero,  il  forlo,  il  porno  ? 

Ma  q22ella  non  pub  far'  fempre  a nifira. 

A iizi  s'io  vo  guardar,  come  io  la  nomo. 

Z’eggio  che  non  pub  far'  cofa  peifetta, 

Poi  che  natm'a  femina  vicn  detta. 

Non  fiate pero  tumide  o faftofe 
Donne,  per  dir  che  I'hom'  fia  vostro  figlio, 

(fhe  de  le  fpine  ancor  nafco7i  lerofe, 

E d'vna  fedida  Im'ba  nafce  il  giglio? 

Ivipoi'tune,  fuperbe,  c dispettofe, 

Prhie  d amotir,  di  fede,  b di  configlio, 
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Temerarie,  crudeli,  in  qne,  ingratc, 

Par'  pestilentia  etcrna  a I mondo  natc.  &c. 

I had  rather  fomc  other  fliould  take  the  paynes  to 
tranflate  thefc  vearfes  into  our  mother  tongue,  than  ni}' 
felfe:  for  now  a dayes  the  world  fwarmeth  with  fuch  a 
number  of  priuie  Arijiarchi,  that  thinke  no  meate  can 
be  good,  that  is  not  fod  in  their  owne  broatli,  nor  Pro- 
uerbe  well  applyed  that  hath  not  paft  their  pen ; where- 
fore I will  fpare  that  paines,  and  paffe  oner  the  care 
thereof  to  fome  of  thofe  which  are  fo  curious,  to  beftowe 
their  cunnings.  Yet  Philoplutos  and  Cofinofophos,  al- 
though Diogenes  be  blunt,  I would  haue  you  witneffe 
with  me,  that  I rviflr  all  vertuous  Ladies  fliould  vnder- 
ftand,  that  none  but  Lais  and  her  faftion  are  toucht  in 
this  inueftiue:  for  them  that  are  honefh,  I haue  a cup  of 
good  fountaine  water,  a difli  of  Coleworts,  and  a hartie 
welcome. 

Cofnio:  Well  Diogenes,  fmce  thy  difcourfe  hath 
prooued  the  monftrous  mother  Lecherie  fo  deadly,  and 
each  of  her  abortiue  daughters  fo  dangerous,  wee  pra}' 
thee  fo  much  farther  to  fauour  vs,  that  in  opening  Scil- 
laes  gorge,  thou  teach  vs  to  auoyde  Charybdis  gulph: 
and  hailing  tolde  vs  the  rage  thereof,  we  intreate  thee  to 
prefcribe  a remedie. 

Dio:  I will  performe  your  requeft,  and  before  I fi- 
nifh  my  difcourfe,  chop  one  thruft  further  in,  and  talke 
of  the  remedies  of  luxurie:  by  which,  as  with  a prefer- 
uatiue  and  antidote,  fome  of  our  vnreclaymed  Athenian 
yongfters,  may  (following  the  example  of  thofe  happie 
foules  and  good  Chriftians,  which  pretend  their  part  in 
heauen)  keepe  and  preferue  themfelues  from  this  conta- 
gion. Firft  of  all,  we  ought  to  call  to  minde,  that  fenfu- 
alitie  and  luft  deftroyeth  and  diffipateth  a mans  goods, 
in  fuch  fort  as  it  handled  the  prodigall  Childe,  who  con- 
fumed  all  his  fubftance  with  harlots. 
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The  goods  of  a man  are  of  three  forts,  the  goods  of  the 
fpirite,  the  goods  of  the  bodie,  and  the  goods  of  fortune, 
that  is  to  fay,  golde,  filuer,  lands,  and  poffeffions:  and 
finally,  all  that  which  a man  may  haue  in  this  mortall 
life,  either  concerning  pleafure  or  profite:  Therefore  the 
fame  it  is  which  Salomon  faith,  he  that  nouriflieth  a har- 
lot loofeth  his  fubftance.  It  is  not  requifite  to  difcourfe 
hereupon  any  further,  fince  experience  daily  declareth  vs 
by  one  an  other  howe  many  prodigall  men  fall  in  the  pit- 
fold. As  touching  the  goods  of  the  body,  itcaufeth  a thou- 
fand  maladies,  as  the  Surgians  may  teftifie,  who  heale 
the  poxe,  the  ficknes  of  Naples,  cankers,  and  other  villa- 
nies  which  come  thereby,  it  confumeth  the  vital  humour, 
and  weakeneth  the  braine,  and  confequently  the  nerues 
of  the  whole  body,  as  Arijlotle,  and  after  him  Galen, 
which  alfo  naturall  reafon  fufficiently  teacheth  vs : for 
the  a6l  of  lafciuioufnes  after  it  hath  confumed  the  natu- 
rall heat,makethallthehotebodychill:  nay  more,  cooleth 
the  braine,  which  according  to  fome  Philofophers  is  the 
fiege  of  humane  feed,  which  is  cold  of  it  felf.  From  thence 
oftentimes  proceedeth  the  Epelepfie  and  falling  ficknes, 
to  which  diuei's  forts  of  men  are  Fibiedl.  I beleeue  this 
was  the  reafon  that  mooued  Auicen  the  Arabiati  to  fay, 
that  the  exercife  of  palliardife  is  more  pernicious  to  the 
body  of  man,  than  if  hee  had  diuers  time  indured  letting 
of  bloud.  In  briefe  Lechery  weakeneth  the  forces,  infee- 
bleth  the  member,  depriueth  the  body  of  his  beauty,  de- 
faceth  the  crimfon  taint  of  the  vifage,  furroweth  the 
browes,  maketh  the  eies  dim  and  heauy,  caufeth  the  Fe- 
uer  and  gout,  and  finally  abridgeth  mans  life.  By  reafon 
whereof  the  Philofopher  faid,  that  they  which  are  luxuri- 
ous, line  not  fo  long  time  as  thofe  that  are  chaft  and  con- 
tinent. All  this  being  well  confidered,  by  the  great  Phi- 
lofopher faint  Panl,  he  faid  vnto  the  Qorinthians,  that  he 
which  addifleth  himfelfe  to  fornication  and  vncleanneffe 
of  the  body,  befide  the  offence  that  is  committed  againft 
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the  diuine  Maieftie  of  God,  finneth  againft  his  owne 
fiefli,  in  abbridging  his  dayes,  and  by  confequence  is  a 
homicide  of  himfelfc.  If  there  neede  anic  queftion  to 
fpeake  of  the  goods  of  the  fpirite,  it  is  moft  certain,  that 
lubricitie  confiimeth  them  farre  more  than  any  other  fin. 
Firft  of  all  it  deftroyeth  the  infufed  vertues,  which  are 
the  grace  of  God,  and  the  feucn  gifts  of  the  holy  fpirite, 
which  are  incompatible  with  luxurioufnes,  and  of  which 
one  onely  ounce  out  valueth  all  the  goods  and  benefites 
of  this  flattering  world.  Secondly,  it  confumeth  the 
foure  Cardinall  vertues,  to  wit,  Prudaice,  Tempe- 
raiince,  Fortitude,  and  Injiicc,  fo  famous  among  the 
Philofophers ; it  obfeureth  the  vmderftanding,  blindeth 
the  memorie,  dulleth  free  will,  and  in  moft  taketh  awaye 
humane  iudgement,  and  maketh  him  blinde  and  inconfl- 
derate  in  matters  afwell  moderne,  as  neceffarie  to  his 
faluation.  If  all  this  were  well  confldered,  our  picked 
yongfters  hauing  their  peakes  ftarched  for  feare  of  ilir- 
ring,  their  coates  perfumed,  their  garments  iagged, 
would  leaue  to  iybe  with  this  curfed  letcherie,  for  feare 
they  ligg  them  felues  out  of  heauen:  and  our  pretie 
miftreffes  that  fet  no  foote  on  the  ground,  but  as  if  they 
tread  on  Moffe ; and  trauerfe  more  on  the  heele  than 
they  trip  on  the  toe,  they  would  finde  here  a good  bridell 
for  them  to  drawe  them  from  the  loue  of  this  infedled 
letcherie.  Secondly,  they  ought  to  conflder  how  much 
this  filthie  follie  is  both  diflionefl;  and  vndecent  for  a 
foule  which  is  created  according  to  the  image  of  God : 
Nay  more,  how  deteftable  it  is  to  a man  to  fliowe  him- 
felfe  in  this  licentious  a6t  like  vnto  brute  beaftes,  to 
loofe  the  vfe  of  reafon,  and  to  make  himfelfe  the  flaue 
of  iniquitie,  which  alfo  the  Philofophers  themfelues 
haue  helde  in  horror.  Moreouer,  we  ought  to  regarde 
how  vaine  this  pleafure  is,  and  of  how  fmall  continu- 
ance, and  that  it  is  but  as  a winde  that  paffeth,  which  is 
followed  with  a thoufand  and  a thoufand  remorfes : 
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For  the  Proucrb  lyeth  not  which  fayeth,  Pour  vn plai- 
fir  viille  doleurs.  The  frute  alfo  of  lafciuioufnes  is 
but  repentance,  as  Demojlhenes  declared  to  that  great 
harlot  Lais.  It  is  (I  faye)  a true  repentance  to  a 
finning  foule,  which  feeth,  that  the  pleafure  is  gone  and 
the  fame  and  fliame  remaineth  with  him.  Ah  las,  faid 
the  Apoftle,  what  frute  haue  you  receiued  of  thefe 
things  of  which  you  are  afliamed } Knowe,  that  the  re- 
warde  of  fame  is  death.  How  little  contentment  this 
pleafure  yeeldeth,  it  fufhciently  apeareth,  fmce  al  crea- 
tures but  a Cocke,  as  the  Philofopher  faith,  Contri- 
Jlantur poji  coitum:  as  that  feeling  alreadie  the  repen- 
tance and  blot  that  remaineth,  men  and  reafonable  crea- 
tures feeing  themfelues  reduced  by  one  fo  villanous  an 
aft  to  the  life  of  brute  beafts,  which  is  a great  fliame  for 
them. 

The  third  remedie,  is  to  flie  the  occafions,  in  not  re- 
garding amorous  bookes,  nor  eftdeming  vaine  thinges, 
nor  hearing  immodeft  purpofes,  nor  frequenting  Wo- 
men, except  vnder  the  title  of  vertue,  and  in  fumme,  to 
auoyde  the  other  occafions  which  are  incident  to  incite 
vs  to  this  curfed  errour. 

The  fourth,  we  ought  to  faft,  watch  and  pray,  endea- 
uouring  by  all  good  meanes  to  fubdue  the  fleOi  vnto  the 
fpirite,  which  is  a fingular  remedie,  fo  as  in  times  part 
the  auncient  Fathers  haue  experimented  oftentimes  in 
the  folitarie  Defarts,  where  they  mortified  their  bodies. 
Benet  and  Fra7incis^  two  myrrors  of  chaftitie,  whereof 
the  firft  on  a time  being  ftirred  with  fleflily  motions,  hee 
caft  off  his  cloathes,  and  all  naked  layd  him  downe  vpon 
fliarpe  pricking  thornes,  til  being  at  laft  ouer-bloudied, 
he  ouercame  the  temptation.  The  other  being  agitated 
with  this  paffion,  laid  him  downe  naked  in  depth  of  win- 
ter in  a pit  of  fnowe : and  another  time  feeing  himfelfc 
tempted  by  a woman,  hee  fet  his  naked  feete  ( O incredi- 
ble thing)  vpon  the  burning  coales,  rather  defirous  to 
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be  burned  with  materlall  fire,  than  with  that  fire  which  is 
inextinguible. 

The  fifth,  is  oftentimes  to  thinke  on  the  day  of  death, 
at  which  time  we  ought  to  enter  into  count  with  the  iufl 
fudge,  who  fliall  caft  all  fornicatours  into  perpetuall 
darknes,  ftored  with  inquenchable  fire:  fo  as  the  lear- 
ned Poet  Dante  moft  eloquently  defcribeth.  It  is  a 
remedie  (faith  Athanafins)  which  faint  Anthonie  v- 
fed,  to  thinke  on  the  paines  of  hell,  Avhen  he  thought  to 
exclude  out  his  filthie  and  diffolute  thoughtes:  Which 
alfo  the  great  doftor  Iherome  was  accuftomed  to  do  as 
he  himfelfe  witneffeth  of  him  felfe. 

The  fixth,  when  a man  is  tempted  to  commit  that 
vice,  he  ought  to  confider,  that  God  which  is  prefent  in 
all  places  is  at  hand,  and  beholdeth  vs : and  our  good 
Angel  which  feeth  vs,  before  whom  we  ought  to  be  aflia- 
med  to  perpetrate  fo  villanous  an  a6f,  fince  we  durft 
not  auo-we  the  doing  thereof  before  the  pooreft  man  of 
the  worlde.  By  this  meditation,  the  Hermit  Pafmiais 
conuerted  a finfull  woman  called  Thais,  gluing  her  to 
vnderftand  that  in  no  place  of  the  earth,  how  fecrete  fo 
euer  it  bee,  fliee  could  fo  couertly  hide  her  felfe,  that 
God  would  not  both  efpie  & behold  her,  and  therfore  faid 
he:  you  ought  not  to  be  fo  impudent  & fliameles,  as  to 
commit  fo  villanous  a finne  in  the  prefence  of  fo  great  a 
Signior:  and  although  God  did  not  fee  vs,  yet  ought 
we  not  to  commit  the  finne,  it  is  fo  filthie  & difhoneft  of 
it  felfe.  The  Pagans  themfelues,  by  a natural  light, 
knewe  well  to  faye  this,  as  Cicero  who  writeth,  that  a 
chafte  and  vertuous  perfon  ought  neuer  to  commit  the 
foule  offence  of  luff,  although  neither  Gods  nor  men 
were  priuie  thereunto. 

The  feuenth,  wee  ought  to  confider,  that  there  is 
nothing  that  more  hindreth  the  humane  fpirite  from 
Philofophie  and  true  contemplation  of  heauenly  things, 
than  the  delegation  of  the  flefli. 
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The  fame  is  that  which  Orpheus,  Trimigijius,  Pytha- 
goras, Socrates,  Plato,  Empedocles,  Plotinus,  La7n- 
thiques,  Simplicius,  Plutarch,  Cicero,  & other  lights 
of  morall  Philofophie  haue  left  vs  in  writing,  faying 
the  foule  is  tyed  to  terreftriall  things  by  pleafure,  as 
it  were  with  nayles,  in  fuch  fort  as  it  cannot  mount  on 
high  and  contemplate  diuine  things:  and  they  hereun- 
to annex,  that  they  who  difpoyle  themfelues  of  thefe 
pleafures,  went  vnto  the  heauens  in  the  companie  of 
celeftiall  fpirites,  and  dwell  with  God,  where  they  expe- 
riment a pleafure  incomprehenfible  to  the  humaine  fpi- 
rite.  But  to  the  accomplifliment  hereof,  they  ought 
firft  of  all  to  hate  their  bodies,  & chafe  away  their  plea- 
fures: for  as  Orplmis  fayeth:  If  thou  hatejl  not  thy 
bodie  thou  canjl  not  lo7ie  thy  felfe  well.  Is  it  not  the 
true  Orpheus  lefus  Chrift  that  faieth  vnto  vs:  He  that 
loueth  (faith  he)  his  Joide  in  this  worlde,  that  is  to  fay 
his  bodie,  he  Jhall  lofc  it  in  another:  And  he  that  ha- 
teth  it  in  this  worlde,  Jhall  keepe  it  in  the  life  eter- 
7iall.  The  fame  is  it  that  Cieero  intimateth  when  he 
writeth:  that  the  fenfuall  fort,  who  haue  giuen  them- 
felues oner  for  a praye  to  the  pleafures  and  delightes  of 
this  world,  and  haue  violated  both  deuine  and  humane 
lawes,  are  depriued  of  life  in  the  other  world,  and  abide 
beneath  in  the  earth,  agitated  and  tormented  from  di- 
ners ages  to  ages  vntill  fuch  time  as  they  returne:  that 
is,  they  fhall  be  tormented  world  without  end. 

The  eight  remedie,  which  is  the  moft  foueraigne  of 
all  is:  that  we  ought  (when  we  feele  our  felues  vrged  by 
the  inticements  of  the  flefli)  to  haue  recourfe  vnto  God 
by  prayer  and  teares,  and  to  implore  his  ayde  with  an 
ardent  afifedlion,  as  they  that  fee  themfelues  fodainly 
furprifed  with  a huge  tempeft  in  the  midft  of  the  Oeea7i 
fea:  For  in  footh,  the  combate  of  the  flefh  is  a true  tem- 
peft and  ftorme,  and  to  this  ende  it  fliall  be  good  to  pre- 
fent  vnto  God  fome  good  and  fliort  Prayers,  fuch  as 
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AHguJli]ie  in  his  temptations,  and  the  Hermit  Ifaac 
(as  Cajfia7ius  writeth)  were  wont  to  vfe.  In  fumme,  in 
taking  thefe  courfes  we  fliall  haue  fewer  Lechers  inH- 
thens,  and  more  religious. 

Cofino:  Truely  Diogefics  thy  plaine  method  of  doc- 
trine in  this  point,  argueth  thy  ability  both  to  corre6l  bit- 
terly and  to  perfwade  blcffedly : So  that  thou  feemeft  to 
be  no  Grecian  tied  to  earthly  contemplations,  but  a man 
infpired  with  more  than  Apolloes  wifedomc:  for  to  dif- 
cerne  matters  incident  to  the  fenfe  and  fubiecl  to  reafon, 
is  the  part  of  a prudent  man  and  a fearching  wit,  but  to 
enter  thus  profoundly  into  the  nature  of  finne,  and  the 
workinges  of  God,  argueth  that  thy  infpiration  is  from 
God:  wee  therefore  bide  thy  reprehenfions  with  more 
patience,  and  attend  thy  counfailes  with  more  perfeue- 
rance. 

Dio:  Your  conformity  pleafeth  mee:  haue  you  not 
read  that  Diogenes  is  a dogge  that  biteth  men  but  for 
their  amendment,  and  not  for  enuy : then  heare  me  and  I 
will  heale  woundes.  Philoplntos  thou  art  in  authority, 
wherein  thou  canft  not  fo  hue,  but  thou  muft  be  fubie6t  to 
euill  language,  thou  muft  haue  a ferpents  eare  to  preuent 
the  charmes  of  the  flatterer,  and  Linx\\\s  cie  to  fpie  out 
contempts  erethey  attempt  thee.  If  thou  art  reproouedof 
theiuft  for  a good  caufemend  thy  felfe,  for  their  fecond  af- 
fault  is  feafoned  with  fliame,  if  wrongfully  beware  to  ftir 
too  much  left  being  not  guilty,  thy  ftirring  make  fome 
fuppofe  that  thou  ftinkeft.  It  is  a trim  thing  to  be  filent, 
a wifedome  to  be  fllent : thou  maift  kill  with  thy  eie  when 
thou  lifteft,  but  keepe  thine  eie  from  lufting  after  other 
mens  blame,  left  thou  proue  blind  in  thine  enuy,  and  thine 
enuy  caufe  thy  death.  An  enuious  man  (in  opini- 

on) may  bee  compared  to  a Viper  that  gnaweth  the 
boanes  and  fucketh  the  bloude  and  beareth  his  owne  tor- 
ment in  himfelfe:  In  briefe,  if  thou  be  enuious  thou  flialt 
Hue  Titius  life,  and  be  fo  wounded  in  heart,  as  neither 
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the  fonne  of  Satur?ie,  nor  the  god  Phoebus,  nor  ^fcu- 
lapius  the  cunning  flialbe  able  to  cure  thee.  Alexander 
the  great  faid  often:  that  the  enuious  were  their  owne 
hangmen;  And  the  wife  Greeke  Periander,  that  euen 
as  rufl  eateth  the  Iron,  fo  enuie  deuoureth  his  Mafter. 
Plutarch  detefteth  this  vice.  And  Horace  faith : 
Ifiuidia  Siculi  non  in  vcnere  tiranni 
Maius  t07"nientuin. 

This  is  it  which  Plai'tial  condemneth,  and  the  rea- 
fon  that  caufed  Socrates  to  wifh  that  all  enuious  men 
were  nought  throughout  euerie  part  but  eares  and  eies 
to  the  ende  that  feeing  and  hearing  other  mens  profpe- 
ritie,  they  might  be  the  more  tormented,  and  receiue 
their  punifliment  which  they  deferue.  Flye  this  there- 
fore Philoplutos,  and  with  this,  flie  infatiable  coue- 
toufnes,  which  thou  fhalt  efifedl  if  thou  haue  a conftant  de- 
termination to  line  to  Fame  and  not  to  Fortune.  It  is 
better  thou  die  with  Phocion  than  line  like  Demades. 
Hufband  not  for  manie  Winters,  for  thou  art  old.  Care 
not  for  to  morrowe,  let  to  morrowe  care  for  it  felf.  One- 
ly  Hue  well  this  day  and  lay  thy  hopes  on  heauen,  and 
he  that  prouidethfor  the  little  birds  will  not  fee  thee  want. 
Looke  on  me  Philoplutos,  my  ioyntes  are  not  ftiffe,  my 
face  without  furrowes,  my  body  without  ficknes,  my  life 
without  hate:  and  why.?  I fatiffie  Nature  without  fur- 
fet,  I am  not  carefull  of  worldly  things  which  bewitch 
men.  I am  not  curious  of  delicates  to  increafe  difea- 
fes:  neither  enuying  any  man,  am  I enuied  by  an}^ 
man.?  Is  not  this  a trim  felicitie  in  this  life  to  be  lorde 
both  ouer  himfelf  and  his  affedtions.?  Now  heare  me  fur- 
ther Philoplutos,  thou  muft  bee  liberall : they  that  haue 
full  handes  muft  haue  frde  hearts,  who  diftributeth  his 
ftore  in  earth,  heapeth  vp  ftore  in  heauen.  There  is  no- 
thing nicknameth  the  mighty  more  than  niggardife.  It 
is  one  of  the  vanities  moft  vaine  vnder  the  funne  as  the 
wifeman  teacheth,  to  heape  vp  without  reafon,  to  keepe 
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with  care,  and  to  die  in  contempt.  All  the  vi6lories  of  A - 
lexander  made  him  not  fo  famous  as  his  bounty  to  Aid- 
Jtotle:  Neither  liueth  Sclpio  fo  much  in  his  conqueftes 
as  in  his  liberalitie  to  the  learned.  What  auaileth  it  to 
build  rich  Towers  which  are  fubie6l  to  wind,  fire,  force 
and  engines.^  to  erect  huge  Pimniides,  to  plant  faire  vi- 
neyards.^ thefe  are  but  the  fcabs  of  fuperfluite,  which  po- 
fterity  perhaps  become  more  continent,  will  blame  as  the 
mines  of  the  great  buildings  of  Conjiantme,  before  him 
Vafpatian,  and  diners  other  Romanes.  Ah  Philoplutos, 
if  thou  wilt  build  a Pallace  of  eternity,  entertaine  lear- 
ned writers  about  thee,  in  whofe  lines  thou  and  thy  pofte- 
rity  fliall  Hue,  when  the  Rauen  fliall  builde  in  thy  braueft 
habitation.  I know  thou  art  in  the  way  to  honour,  & by 
reading  and  prablifing  the  Hues  of  the  auncients  thou 
haft  become  a great  ftaffe  to  the  ftate : Seeke  therefore  as 
carefull  of  thy  common  weale  after  thy  death,  to  raife  vp 
by  thy  liberality  thofe  ripe  wittes  who  may  when  thou 
wanteft,  profit  the  commonweale,  fo  fhalt  thou  in  time  to 
come  be  thoght  a lleccenas,  els  now  pointed  at  for  a mi- 
fer.  And  next  to  the  learned  with  the  pen,  forget  not  thofe 
who  deferue  with  the  Pike:  they  are  members  which 
while  the  Perfian  Monarks  kept  in  maintenance  and  ex- 
ercife,  they  became  Mafters  of  the  whole  world.  Sefo- 
Jiris  of  Egypt  had  hee  not  had  thefe  helpes,  and  reftrained 
them  in  continence,  and  maintained  them  in  credit,  his  fa- 
ther had  loft  all  before  he  had  wonne  anie  thing.  It  was 
an  old  cuftome  of  Philip  to  loue  Parmenio,  in  that  he  was 
a good  Leader,  & Aiaxha.d  his  place  in  the  Grecian  wars 
as  well  as  Nejlor,  and  fouldiers  muft  be  confidered  of,  as 
well  in  peace  as  in  warre.  I know  Philoplutos,  thou  bui- 
eft  a warme  gowne  againft  Winter  and  linefl  it  well, 
thou  tylelb  thy  houfe  againft  ftormes  and  lymeft  it  well, 
thou  fenceft  thy  grounds  againft  cattell  and  keepeft  them 
well,  and  wilt  thou  not  in  like  care  prouide  againft  the 
winter  of  enuy,  fome  able  foldiers  to  preuent  the  enemie } 
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But  thou  wilt  fay  fouldiers  are  euery  where  to  be  gotten 
for  money,  Athens  is  full  of  men,  wee  haue  flore  of  mu- 
nition, why  then  fhould  we  care?  But  what  faid  Hanni- 
ball  to  Xerxes,  who  demanded  if  his  huge  Armie  armed 
in  golde  were  not  fufhcient  to  ouercome  the  Romanes? 
Yes  faid  Han7iibal  fmiling,  this  were  fufhcient  to  ouer- 
come the  patienteft  and  daftardeft  hart  that  liueth,  much 
more  the  Romaines,  meaning  hereby  that  pompe  is  not 
the  terrifying,  neither  the  multitude  the  amating  of  the 
enimy : But  refolute  courages  feeing  great  prifes  before 
them,  behaue  themfelues  as  thofe  at  the  games  of  Olim- 
pns,  they  ftretch  firings  and  heart  firings  in  expe61ation 
of  reward.  Had  not  Darius  a huge  Hofl  brauely  furni- 
flied?  A milion  ofhorfemen  to  attende  on  him : and  what 
then?  Alexander  with  thirty  thoufand  experienced  Ma- 
cedons  ouerthrew  him : Then  what  is  a multitude  ? We  fee 
by  experience,  that  the  olde  Oxe  trained  to  the  yoake 
draweth  better  than  the  yongefl  Heighfer,  and  that  vfe 
and  experience  hauing  the  Maiflery  in  al  things,  cannot 
be  outfaced  in  military  difcipline.  Stretch  pollicie  to 
the  highefl  point:  in  Salomo7is  (beeing  the  wifefl 
prince  that  lined,  maintaining  as  great  peace  as  euer 
was)  the  Captaines  and  the  Officers  of  the  Hofl  were 
maintained,  fo  were  they  in  his  fathers  daies,  in  all  good 
flates,  the  maintenance  of  fouldiers  is  the  planting  of 
peace : for  the  exercife  and  value  of  the  fouldier  breedeth 
feare  in  the  enemie.  The  Taria7'ia7is  that  inuaded  Afia 
and  fome  part  oi E7crope,  a.nd  whofe  conquefls  are  famous 
in  Didia,  at  firfl  were  a contemptible  Nation : But  when 
Cla7ighis  the  Smith  had  firfl  brought  them  in  exercife, 
then  beautified  them  with  honours,  what  Nation  either 
heathen  or  Chriflian  durfl  lookevpon  them  ? T\\&SpaniJh 
haue  as  hot  courages  as  we,  the  Al77iaz7ies  are  as  bigge 
boand  men,  the  Fre7ich  as  pollitique,  all  thefe  more  exer- 
cifed  then  we  be,  as  populous  and  more,  what  want  thej^ 
then  to  be  our  Maiflers,  what  haue  wee  but  hope  and  fe- 
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curity,  which  may  deceiue  Athens  as  it  did  Sb’acufa, 
which  was  taken  by  a handfull  of  men  in  defpight  of  the 
•whole  Hand.  Beleeue  me  Philopliitos,  there  is  no  incon- 
uenience  more  in  this  Citie  than  to  fee  Brokers  dining 
at  our  Merchants  tables,  and  fouldiers  begging  at  eue- 
ry  mans  dore:  To  fee  Tailors  well  paid  for  inuenting  a 
new  fafliion,  & foldiers  fcorned  at  for  prefenting  a ftrong 
fortification.  If  our  Athenians  will  looke  for  no  change, 
then  let  them  thinke  to  line  in  no  Avorld : If  they  be  affu- 
red  there  will  come  change,  then  let  them  be  prouident  a- 
gainft  the  change  of  the  world.  In  nature  and  the  natu- 
rall  conftitution  of  the  body,  the  hands  are  as  fouldiers  to 
execute  the  refolutions  of  the  heart,  and  the  heart  from 
hir  vitall  conduites  fendeth  bloud  to  warme  the  hands. 
Such  affinity  and  alliance  ought  to  be  between  the  Go- 
uernourthatruleth,and  thefouldier  that  executeth:  there 
mufl  fome  fweete  fliower  of  gold  come  out  of  his  Coffers 
to  refrefli  them,  or  they  waxe  dul,they  are  deuoured  with 
idlenes,  fo  that  when  they  fliould  defende  the  heart,  their 
fingers  are  numbde  they  cannot  fight,  becaufe  they  want 
the  vfe  of  feeling.  Looke  to  this  Philopliitos,  bee  not  ac- 
cufed  for  this  caufe,  the  felfe  care  they  faye  fucketh  all. 
The  faire  Lambes  are  onely  referued  for  felfe  care,  the 
vines  drop  Neclar  for  felfe  care,  the  trees  yeeld  fruit  for 
felfe  care:  thus  felfe  care  hath  the  fweete  of  all  things, 
whilft  poore  foldiers  fweat,  fight  and  faft  with  care,  and 
all  for  care.  But  the  prouerbe  is,  true  care  preferueth  all 
things,  therefore  felf  care  is  not  pollitique  in  leauing  the 
fouldier  nothing.  But  the  day  paffeth,  Cofinofophos 
haue  at  thee : Smooth  thou  no  more  left  the  Gods  fmite, 
whofe  eares  fince  they  are  open  to  heare  praiers,  will  ftir 
vq)  his  wrath  to  reuenge  your  pernicious  cruelties.  Flat- 
ter not  your  felues  with  opinions  of  delay,  for  danger 
is  no  hireling,  he  commeth  as  well  in  the  dawne  as  in  the 
darke,  leaue  thy  corruptions.  Simonies,  Briberies,  ex- 
torcions  annihilations,  exceptions,  paradoxes,  policies: 
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thefe  are  the  fteppes  to  thy  fume.  Thefe  are  the  mif- 
chiefes  that  haue  incited  Achitophel  & ludas  to  hang 
themfelues,  who  being  not  able  to  endure  the  violence 
and  horror  of  their  iniquities,  thought  it  better  to  kill 
themfelues  than  to  abyde  their  deadly  torment.  Thefe 
are  the  furies  that  agitated  Orejies.  Thefe  are  they 
which  as  Cicero  witneffes,  will  breake  thy  fleepes,  be- 
caufe  thy  confcience  beates  thy  braine  and  procures  thy 
bane : being  therfore  worldly  wife  fo  long  as  to  extreme 
age,  became  godly  wife  at  laft.  Let  not  worldly  occafions 
detaine  thee.  Twere  better  for  th6e  to  daunce  in  thy  lac- 
ket  than  to  be  hanged  in  thy  lirkin.  Thou  muft  not 
fay,  I am  enforced  to  deceiue  others,  in  that  I muft 
hue:  for  by  this  life  thou  atchieueft  death.  It  is  better 
to  be  poy foned  with  Socrates,  than  to  flatter  with  A ri- 
Jlippus.  Shut  the  doore  before  the  fteede  be  ftolne.  Looke 
before  thou  leap.  Feare  before  thou  fall.  Repent  be- 
fore reuenge  come.  The  day  is  fpent,  I am  wearie 
with  fpeaking.  The  houre  of  meditation  bids  me  leaue 
you.  Go  you  to  your  fumptuous  feaftes,  Leaue  Dio- 
genes to  his  chafte  faft.  To  morrowe,  if  you  vifit  mee  a- 
gaine,  I will  rip  vp  newe  griefes.  Till  Avhen,  get  you 
gone : and  if  you  forget  good  Leffons  the  diuell  go  with 
you ; for  goodnes  is  departed  from  you. 

Philo:  Farewell  Diogenes,  as  our  occafions  feme 
we  will  feeke  thee  out:  meane  while  I pray  thee  mitti- 
gate  the  aufterity  of  thy  tongue  for  it  is  too  bufie. 

Dio:  Nay  fome  fickenes  fall  vpon  thy  Angers  for 
they  feele  too  foone. 

Cofmo:  Good  Diogenes  be  patient,  he  fpeaketh  for 
thy  beft. 

Dio:  God  better  him  and  tli6e  too,  or  elfe  the  beft  is 
noughts. 

Philo:  Come  let  vs  leaue  him,  when  hee  leaueth  his 
crabbednes  the  Sunne  will  want  clearenes. 

Dio:  And  if  you  want  craft,  the  fea  Avill  lack  water. 
FINIS. 
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